
Waste and wealth are a matter of perception. The  

perceptions are influenced by our social and economic  

environment. 

We cannot be immune to changes that affect us. The consumerist  

economy has, in fact, overtaken us. And it also shows how callous and 

inhuman it has made us. Consider these statistics. The money spent per 

annum on pet food in USA and Europe amounts to US $17 billion. The 

money required to provide health and food for all the human beings on 

earth costs $13 billion a year!  USA spends $8 billion on cosmetics each 

year. Basic education for every child in the world would only cost $6  

billion. If USA saves the money spent at Christmas for just one year, it 

would pay for food, water, and basic education for the entire world for 16 

years! The sums spent on defence are mind-boggling. They run into  

several trillion dollars each year. 

Indian psyche is catching up with the West instead of vice versa. There 

are advertisements that show a fruit drink to be better than the fruit and 

the use of a mobile phone better than direct communication. As concepts, 

waste and wealth can be extended to various aspects of life. The  

application of this thinking to human resources and nature is perhaps 

more important than its application to objects. This may relate to how we 

treat old people or how we react to people afflicted by certain chronic 

ailments. Gandhian philosophy for socio-economic development can be a 

good guide to action in this regard. 

By treating certain resources as waste we are forgoing the opportunity of 

creating wealth and generating employment to many.  
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In this regard, the roles of many educational and rural institutions come into focus; they can help to train 

students and youth on how to understand and develop creativity in certain applications. They can, in 

fact, mould their very outlook of life itself. Many societies are realising today how wealth can be created 

out of waste while, at the same time, maintaining environmental balance also. The possibility of turning 

waste into wealth, for instance, production of bio-gas from cow dung and other refuse of the village or 

production of bone manure through bone digesters, soap making out of non-edible oils etc., that will 

provide scope for the development of village industries or creating certain objects into useful artifacts 

and by recognising those things which in common parlance are treated as waste.   

Scanning so many things happening in the country in terms of cultural flaws, fault lines and social  

taboos get deeply entrenched and increase in intensity until they start undermining the notions of reality.  

We are unable to overcome many problems which have an unsettling effect on us. It is important to 

separate the grain from the chaff. But we should also know what can be done with the chaff. In fact, this 

very thinking that something is not un-usable can be applied to human resources as well. I consider this 

a very important process for building micro-foundations for a Non-Violent Society. There was a time 

when people affected by some chronic diseases were treated with a certain contempt or derision and 

kept away from the society. With education and awareness, this thinking has been replaced by a more 

constructive and pragmatic attitude to treat them as human beings with certain worth; ócreatures small or 

bigô have intrinsic value. This is also reflected in our Indian philosophy and the reflections of great  

philosophers.  A person affected by Parkinsonôs disease would be consigned to a corner and nobody 

would take him seriously, but look at Shri Stephen Hawking, a great physicist who, in spite of his  

serious handicap (Motor Neurone Disease and Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis), continues to do wonders. 

This is the important message that we have to incorporate into school curriculum in order to make our 

children appreciate the worth of human life in whatever form it exists. 

We donôt have to see everything from a business decision-making perspective of cost-benefit analysis. 

This is something people in the industry adhere to, as a standard operating dictum. Peter Drucker was 

talking about converting social problems into business opportunities. Contrary to this, we should  

follow the Gandhian perspective. How do we look at intractable problems and view them as innovative 

opportunities, like waste management, for instance?  Examples abound of people converting waste into 

items of utility. 
 Continuedé                      

 

"A good teacher is a good student first. By repeating his lessons,  
he acquires excellence."   ~ M. K. Soni  
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We often focus on problems and fail to see that there are numerous opportunities right in front of us.  

We should only think about how to turn things around in the face of adversity. There is a familiar  

saying to the effect that a practical human is one who, when bricks are thrown at him uses them to build 

a house! 

All our efforts should have relevance in addressing immediate problems without losing sight of our 

commitment to future generations. Too much theorising and muffling the practicality will defeat the  

purpose for which such an attempt is being made. We have too many concerns for a world we would 

like to create for ourselves and for our posterity. 

The accelerating spread of mammon worship, galloping commercialisation of science, technology and 

the academia, along with the crumbling of traditional norms that upheld social conduct, have all  

combined to produce increasing evidence of worrisome abuse and misuse in all channels of life-flow. 

The resultant clogged and contaminated life-flow is hardly a worthy legacy to hand over to posterity. 

In a world where reality is projected as images of the mind like in a matrix, we have to be careful about 

what we are grappling with. We cannot be paranoid doom predictors or rabid optimists. A pie-in-the-sky 

attitude isn't very realistic. Are we dreamers in a dream with a pre-determined outcome? Or, are we 

dreamers dreaming the dream forward in such a way that each dream influences `The Dreamô? The  

crucial question we are faced with is how do we move beyond this into a saner, yet progressive milieu? 

Do we, as Gandhi suggests, return to the simple life and follow a strict code of conduct? My belief is 

that we should. 

We should all aspire for a higher standard of life, a higher standard meaning a life that is more  

intellectual, more humane and more spiritual than it is at present. 

 

               Dr. S.V. Prabhath                                                      

                              Chairman, NCRI  

 

"A master can tell you what he expects of you. A teacher, though,  
awakens your own expectations."  ~Patricia Neal  

ñThe teacherôs place in society is of vital importance? He acts as the pivot for the  

transmission of intellectual traditions and technical skills from generation to generation 

and helps to keep the lamp of civilisation burning?ò       

       ~   Dr. S. Radhakrishnan 
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Government Degree College for Women, Begumpet, Hyderabad, arranged a Gandhi-Awareness  

Programme for students to participate in the National Campaign for promoting Gandhian Literature and  

Philosophy on the occasion of International Youth Year and Gandhi Jayanti celebrations. 

The college undertook to be a part of the óShanti Mandiô, an initiative wherein students would promote 

the Gandhian awareness, selling copies of the Gandhiôs autobiography, ñMy Experiments with Truthò in 

the market. The college would help the students by arranging books for the students on loan basis. 

Navjeevan Publications, publishers of Gandhiana, agreed to supply copies of the book at a reasonable 

price of  ` 30/- whereby students could earn an incentive by selling them. 

Students are required to acquire a thorough understanding of the Gandhian principles and concepts and 

the personality of Mahatma Gandhi. It would enable them to impart and share their knowledge of  

Gandhism with other people. 

In this context, the college arranged an awareness programme for the students and Shri Subash Roy,  

Consultant-Editor from NCRI and Shri Naresh Rout, Research Assistant, the Wheel (Centre for  

Gandhian Thought and Action), NCRI, delivered a talk on the principles of Gandhiji. Dr. S.V. Lalitha, 

Principal of the college, presided over the programme. Dr. K. Padmavathi and Dr. K. Ambika Devi of 

Govt. Degree college, Begumpet also spoke on the occasion. Shri Subash Roy in his address said that 

the name of Mahatma Gandhi conjures up a very powerful imagery. Gandhiji was a person with  

extraordinary sense of determination. Two books influenced Gandhijiôs character, óSravana Pithru 

Bhaktiô and óHarischandraô.  

ñA teacher is a compass that activates the magnets of curiosity,  
knowledge, and wisdom in the pupils.ò ~ Ever Garrison  

Events  

Gandhian Literature and Philosophy 

An Awareness Programme 

 Continued on page ...6                      

 

Shri Naresh Rout (left) and Shri Subash Roy (second from left) of the NCRI, spoke to the students on the occasion  

of a Gandhi Awareness Programme held at the Government Degree College for Women, Begumpet, Hyderabad.   

Dr. Lalitha, Principal of the college, is also seen 
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Sahakara Rural Development Academy Rudseti (SAHARDA RUDSETI), Bidar, established by the  

District Central Cooperative Bank (DCC Bank), Karnataka, organised a symposium on Emerging Rural 

Occupations on 15th September, 2010 at Bidar in collaboration with Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore 

Gram Seva Kendra (GRTGSK) of NCRI, Hyderabad. 

Shri K. Kishan Rao, Coordinator, GRTGSK, NCRI, enumerated the objectives of NCRI and its  

operations throughout the country. He highlighted on the role of NCRI in identifying emerging rural  

occupations and development of commensurate courses and the support it extends to institutions who 

take up the tasks on these lines. He requested Prof. B.R. Kondaiah of SAHARDA RUDSETI to  

identify courses specific to the needs and domains. Prof. Kondaiah spoke on the activities of SAHARDA  

RUDSETI and informed that more than 20 types of skill and self-employment related training  

programmes were being organised by the institute regularly. The courses include emerging occupations 

like mobile repairing, multipurpose mechanics, power operator, sewing mechanics training, dress  

designing, computer DTP apart from EDP.  He also explained that the RUDSETI was offering a unique 

cooperative model training, first of its kind in the country. The institute empowers cooperative societies 

at grassroots level to identify trainees in their villages and sponsor them to the institute. 

Shri Ch. Mallikarjun, DGM, DCC Bank, Bidar, informed that they could reduce the percentage of  

Below-Poverty-Line (BPL) from 56% to 32% having implemented the cooperative model through self 

help groups (SHGs) in the district. As a result, Bidar district is emerging as one of the leading SHG  

districts in the country and is likely to be declared as SHG district.  In this context, it may be noted that 

one of the taluks named, Hamnabad, of Bidar district, was declared as SHG taluk.   

 

"Teacher : The child's third parent."   ~  Hyman Berston  

   events     

Symposium on Emerging Rural Occupations 

 

 Continuedé                        

Shri Kishan Rao  (extreme right), coordinator, GRTGSK, NCRI,  is seen addressing members at a  

symposium organised by NCRI, in association with Saharda Rudseti in Bidar 
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Shri S. Suryakanth, Project Director, DRDA and CEO Zillaparishad, Bidar, indicated that the success 

rate of SGSY scheme, particularly for strengthening of SHGs and promoting livelihood, was remarkable 

as 70 % of the targets were achieved. The district level officials had actively participated in the  

discussions and made the following recommendations; 

Need-based survey to be carried out to identify potential rural occupations by district agencies in 

their respective regions. 

Emerging occupations in the areas like communications, food processing, nutrition, food preparation, 

IT etc., have to be taken up and necessary courses required to be developed. 

Agencies like NCRI should design and develop courses and motivate universities and rural institutes 

to implement them for providing gainful employment opportunities. 

There is also need to develop certification courses by networking with institutions like National Council 

for Vocational Training (NCVT). 

The other dignitaries who participated in the symposium include Dr. I. Sreenivasulu, Project Officer, 

GRTGSK, NCRI, Shri Dorai Swami, Deputy Director, Women and Child Welfare, Bidar,  

Shri S.R. Prasannakumar, Assistant Project Officer, Zilla Panchayat, Bidar, Shri Rajendra Acharya,  

Assistant Director, and Shri Basavaraj Kalyan, Trainee Coordinator, both from SAHARDA RUDSETI, 

Bidar. The programme concluded with a vote of thanks by Shri B. Subramanyam Prabhu, Director,  

SAHARDA RUDSETI. 

é..Continued form page 4 

Shri Roy said that the principles of self-reliance, honesty, austerity, non-violence, truth and tolerance are 

more relevant today and forever. He reiterated that those who practised Gandhian concepts lived a 

peaceful life.Shri Naresh Rout summarised the Gandhijiôs autobiography, ñMy Experiments with Truthò 

and requested the students to imbibe the moral values of Gandhiji. He said that an intimate knowledge 

of Gandhiji would help us to grow spiritually and morally. As Gandhiji said ñWith intellect more  

developed and with more reading, I shall understand it betterò. Gandhiji firmly believed that morality is 

the basis of all aspects of human life and truth is the substance of all morality. This became his passion 

and his religion. Shri Rout added other interesting facets of Gandhijiôs life relating to punctuality and 

sincerity in life. He had urged the students to become active readers of Gandhian literature.  

The programme concluded with more and more students coming forward to buy copies of óMy  

Experiments with Truthô. 

 

ñA good teacher is a master of simplification and an enemy of simplism.ò   
     ~    Louis A. Berman  

   events     
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The Entrepreneurship Development 

Cell of Guru Nanak Dev Engineering 

College, Bidar, Karnataka organised 

a 2-day Rural Entrepreneurship  

Development Programme (REDP) on 

13th & 14th September, 2010 in  

co l laborat ion wi th Gurudev  

Rabindranath Tagore Gram Seva 

Kendra (GRTGSK) of NCRI, in the   

college campus. 

Shri M.S. Karbari, Branch Manager, Karnataka State Finance Corporation (KSFC), Bidar was the Chief 

Guest in the inaugural function. During his inaugural address, he impressed on the need for  

technocrats, engineering and management students to set up industries, as they would be able to manage 

the industries more professionally. He also shared the success stories of KSFC in promotion of rural  

entrepreneurship. 

Shri K. Kishan Rao, Coordinator, GRTGSK, NCRI, who was the Guest of Honour at the session, had 

briefed the role of NCRI in promotion of rural entrepreneurship based on Gandhian ideology and  

Tagoreôs voluntary rural reconstruction programme. He expressed that students graduating from  

professional backgrounds, should take up initiative of setting up industries in villages which helps in 

better utilisation of available rural resources including manpower. 

Prof.V.D. Mytri, Principal of the college, presided over the function and encouraged the students to take 

on the challenge of becoming entrepreneurs. He suggested that the students should utilise the  

opportunity to understand various aspects of entrepreneurship development during the 2-day  

programme. Prof. Madhav Nirgude, Chief Coordinator, EDP Cell, presented the vote of thanks. 

During the technical sessions, Shri K. Kishan Rao, Coordinator, and Dr. I. Srinivasulu, Project Officer, 

GRTGSK, NCRI, presented papers. Prof. Abhijith Dandavate, faculty member, gave a case study on 

bleaching powder supplying unit. Shri Dayanand, a successful entrepreneur and promoter of Basava 

food products shared his experiences. The students numbering around 152 from engineering and  

management disciplines participated and took keen interest in the training programme. 

ñA teacher who is attempting to teach without inspiring the pupil with a desire to learn 

is hammering on cold iron.ò   ~Horace Mann 

   events     

 

RURAL ENTREPRENUERSHIP - A Challenging Career  

Prof. V D Mytri, Principal, Guru Nanak college and  

Shri M S Karbari, Chief Guest along with NCRI officials  

at a two-day  programme held at the Guru Nanak  

Engineering College, Bidar. 
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Reporting Research Activityé 

1. Centre for Peace and Social Harmony, Department of Social Work, M.G. Kashi Vidyapith,  

Varanasi 

1.1 Project titled: Socio-economic Study of People Living in Remote Areas of Sonebhadra District of 

U.P.  was undertaken by Dr. Sanjay, Coordinator, Centre for Peace and Social Harmony, Department of 

Social Work, M.G. Kashi Vidyapith, Varanasi. 

In order to undertake project for upliftment of socio-economic conditions of people living in remote  

rural areas of Sonebhadra district of Uttar Pradesh, a pilot study was undertaken with the objective to 

assess basic needs and issues the people belonging to remote rural areas of Sonebhadra. Twenty-three 

villages of Six village  Panchayats  are being covered. 

The villages covered under the project are: Baheradol, Gardarwa,Pagdeva, Hathawani, Kokha,  

Kharchanwa, Belgudi, Aami, Shjahwa, Jogidih, Kodari, Kodara, Patgadi, Ranitali, Pancham khaadi, 

Patihawa, Ahiradera, Maloghat, Gaurahi, Chhikaradar, Jawaridar, Gurmura, afrakund Chaupal.  

Major Findings : After analysing the data collected from above mentioned villages it was found that 

62% to 88% of people living below poverty line, literacy rate ranges between 35% to 55%, dropout rate 

10% to 45%, Immunisation coverage 50% to 90%, monthly income of the family up to ` 900-24% to 

64%,  ̀ 900 to 2000- 24% to 62%, ̀2000 and above 4% to 20% .  

1.2 Project titled: Implementation of Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 

(MNREGA) - MNREGA is an ambitious Act implemented by Govt. of India to eliminate poverty and 

unemployment from rural India by guaranteeing 100 days employment to rural people in their own  

village. This study was conducted to evaluate the condition of implementation of this Act in villages. 

Fifteen Villages from Three Development Blocks (Chiraigaon, Cholapur and Kashi Vidyapith) of  

Varanasi District of Uttar Pradesh are covered under the Project. 

2.  School of Fundamental Research, Kolkata  

Watershed management-cum-Conservation programme initiated in 1998 under sponsorship of  

DST-NRDMS, GOI at Chagalkuta in Bankura district of West Bengal and a similar project at Tatari nala 

(1555 ha) in Puncha block in Purulia district started in 2004 under sponsorship of CAPART. Project 

covered detailed survey, micro planning through need and availability assessment of dormant and  

kinetic potentials; also training of watershed committee members of local people in 8 villages in Purulia 

and 6 villages in Bankura district. 

ñThe role of the teacher is to create the conditions for invention rather than provide 

ready made knowledge.ò      ~ Seymour Papert 

Events  




