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Changing the Mindset of Criminals

_heat waves playing havoc.

As an indefatigable traveller the summer had to bdiffierent for
me since | had to stroll around umpteen corners ofvtiss land for

different goals that NCRI works towards. One such memerab

odyssey of mine covered the extension work of Gandhi Stedyre
at YN Degree College, Narsapur, for the prisonerRajahmundry
jail. Belying the sunny blitzkrieg, the prison left méth a fresh
feeling in my mind and heart alike.

The jail campus of Rajahmundry cannot be termed juahgsother
prison but a peaceful centre that casts its magical spelthe
convicts. The magic of inculcating good and driving e demon
of vices and transforming and intellectually empowerimgrtlives
is the ultimate motto of this historic jail. The vamention of the

Study Centre might create waves of question marks on manyg fa

but in true sense one has to see to realise thatilseaje on the
reformation path.

Prisoners already face the biggest punishment of lasingluable

part of their lives missing their livelihood, famsi@nd of course, as .

mentioned the time. More than this nothing can come diangher.
Probably, this is spurring our authorities to alléwithe trauma of
the convicts by helping them use this period to becgued

citizens.

Let us remember, nobody is a born criminal. Convacesmade and
not born. The motives and mottos behind several srimay be
many and mysterious but primarily it can be becausbefack of

opportunity. Let us consider the case of people with diffeskills,

who due to the paucity of opportunities to prove theirtlyaun into

financial deficits.

At times, they are driven by avarice and greed andttaktee shorter
road to earn money. While they resort to these yitey end up on
the wrong side of law. Perpetrators of crime when tlaeg

consigned to prisons and forgotten will lose the chaficedeeming
themselves and returning to normal life after goingough the
process of reform.

The punishment to the soul will have a longstanding effacko
human being and it is more likely that the person comas
transformed and enlightened. On the other hand, a wiepeon the
body only pains the convict for a moment but might maka
harder and cruder.

On the other hand, a mere whip on the body only pamsahnvict

It is the month of May and the hottest period that ca®f course, change cannot be felt in a single day or week
leave the whole country in general exasperated with thHaut requires as big a period as a punishment term for the

ex-convicts to prove the human being in them is up and
running. Yet the welcome change comes as a fresh whiff
in the air in the otherwise dingy ambience of thésjai
’\/Iore and more prisons are embarking upon changing the
nature of the prisoner rather than making him feel hieat

is just imprisoned. Since the modern prison reformsotry
rehabilitate the criminal and return him to the mine®m

of life as a law-abiding citizen, more and more
governments have begun to reevaluate the goals and
results of their prison systems and started realisieg th
need for prison reform.

Gone will be the days when a sickle or axe in the hand is
all that the prisoner gets to scythe the weeds or pthend
boulders inside the jail campus. Now, India can proudly
announce that prisoners wield pen and keyboards to
become useful citizens.

Enlightened societies in this century have approatied
problems of the jails and the first liberalisation acknced

in the prisons was the removal of torture, corporeal
punishment, and the infliction of pain, purely as a part of
prison life. The theme of the prison was upgraded from
being a place of suffering, per se to become an institut
which must first of all protect society, by keeping
dangerous criminals off the street and secondly, as a place
where rehabilitation can take place.

It is not only putting them on the right path but pding
them an opportunity to unearth the potential in them, s
that they can earn their livelihood and bounce baak int
the mainstream of life.

This is exactly what the Rajahmundry Central Jaig th
oldest in Andhra Pradesh is executing through its
programmes to the prisoners. When | interacted with
prisoners and jail authorities, | realised how good
intentions and interventions can work wonders even in
the areas where least expected. Here is the holy prison
where thorn is sown to become flower with fragrance.

Good begets good. Remembering the greats like
Mahatma Gandhi and history, which is replete with

examples where a good thought inculcated into a bad
mind always worked wonders and can bring the best out
of him. Standing strong and sturdy are not just the walls

for a moment but might make him harder and cruder. Reasoris apaf the expansive prisons but also the resolve of the

there stands to be a great chance of giving them antopjigito get
back to the society as a changed one.

officers and prisoners alike to transform the lives.
Dr. S.V. Prabhath
Chairman, NCRI
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Inspiration

Patterns that vibrate Rural Life

Shri Nagendra Satish with his exhibits in Chairman’s Clamber

degree in Fine Arts from Andhra University, Visakhapatn&fis
enormous thirst for innovation and acquiring skills pushed &head in
studies. He was selected to join the National Institofe Design,
Ahmedabad.

This short-term course in textile designing was the mgrrpoint in his
career that shaped his aesthetic skills for the priomaof livelihood of the
rural poor. Fond of nature and sight-seeing, Satistelteti extensively in

interacted with the farmers, semi-literate artissarsd the unskilled
labourers who toiled in the banana farms and cocachtads.

Being a young entrepreneur, he wanted to train the rarahyin skills that
can provide sustenance and regenerate productivity in dhetrgside.
During his sojourn of the Godavari districts, it struckish that a lot of
banana trunk, which is dumped away as waste after tlvedtacould be
reused.

Satish was invited by the Government of Kerala to sttioyy diverse
traditional weaving patterns adopted by the native ahorkers in Kerala.
The study sponsored by Uttaranchal Fiber and Rural Davelot Board
produced rich dividends in the life of Satish. He was véearcabout
Gandhiji’s vision of reconstructing rural life.

He could see this, as an opportunity to understand wmramployment
from close quarters so that he could train the underpged people in
some skills that help them earn livelihood besides makiagural sector
economically vibrant. The farmers in Kerala had givp producing thin
fibre from coconut as they did not know how to sepatasese choir from
the soft.

oludas Nagendra Satish (29) was not just content with alesimg voluntary agency - Dastakar -- in Hyderabad. He tadgh rural

the fertile river-basin Godavari districts of AndhraadEsh where he

It was a simple common sense invention by Satish thaiced the
weavers. What the ingenuous artist did was to inséttealdrush with hard
brittle at the cylinder of the weaving machine that s&gd thin coconut
wire from the rough fibre. Taking a cue from Kaluvur exgece (in
Allepy district of Kerala), Satish picked a group of waavia Anantapur
district of Andhra Pradesh to try palm leaves and baffiea as yarn
material. He also used khadi strings as warps to weaveessss. Using
dye and natural colors to design bed-sheets, upholdings and wall
hangings Satish blended art and craft and trained jobledsbays and
girls.

True to Gandhian vision, Satish taught selective groups afl@drom
East and West Godavari by ‘precept and practice’ and hefyeed find
employment and generate rural products reach prospectyessbinrough

artisans use of Koral grass, bamboo fibre, pineappléebl and Palmyrp
leaves to prepare handicraft items like vanity bags, basiked yarn
mattresses.

Satish’s encounter with the tribals of Jharkhand prae/iwas no les
adventurous than the adventures of Tom Sawyer. A grouifiitefate
tribal women of Jharkhand province, Satish was intradlute by
Kalamandir voluntary agency, knew nothing about paintingire &rts.
Satish picked a few mural paintings and sketches the trlslks familiar
with and improved a few of them which could be reproducednonlds
prepared out of vegetables using natural colours fortipg on saris
clothes and dress material.

o7

“This way, | could engage and provide gainful employmena twibal
group in Jharkhand. | added value to the traditional drawiily sk the
tribals by guiding them and fine-tuning their sketches,id sgatish with
confidence. Satish promised to associate his effatts MCRI that helpg
Rural Institutes in generating Rural employment.

All contributions including articles, pictures and other material sent toAilaan for publication should be original and must accompany th
authors’ declaration stating their authenticity and originality. All quotes or extracts sent as part of the artiles must acknowledge the

source. Neatly typed or handwritten manuscripts should besent to :Editor, Ailaan, 5-10-174, Shakar Bhavan, Fateh Maidan Road
Hyderabad- 500004, Andhra Pradesh. Email: editor@ncri.in .

“Experience has taught me that silence is part of
exaggerate, to suppress or modify the truth, witti
and silence is necessary in order to surmount it.”

the spiritual discipline of a votary of truth. Pron eness to
ngly or unwittingly, is a natural weakness of man,
~ Mahatma Gandhi

NCRI May, 2009




Learning from Nature

‘Let’s not Forget Our Villages’

"This programme has taught us a lot. We gre
keenly interested in many such programmges
by NCRI. We will try our level best to provs
ourselves and will carry forward the same
spirit if given opportunities as it provided us
platform to think for poor people”, writes

Isha Shrivastava, a participant of the firgt

t was a two-day event designed by therogramme. Dr. Mahtab S Bamiji, former ., v, sensitisation Programme.
National Council of Rural Institutes, director grade scientist of the National

Hyderabad, to provide the urban youth arnstitute of Nutrition of Hyderabad, was the The students through this programme were
awareness through direct interaction with thdife force behind the success of the interactive exposed to ICDS (Integrated Child Develoy
rural lives, under the Youth SensitisationProgrammes. ment Scheme) where intensive care is taken
Programme. As many as 13 studentsge personally took the initiative of involving for the children of the age group of 7 months
pursuing technical education spent two wholg, students who seemed elated at theto three years. The students spent an hout in
days in the lap of nature, through institutionalyyyosyre and interaction they had in the the programme implementation area and
activities amidst the  sobriety of the jjages with officials including Anganwadi  experienced how government schemes like
countryside. workers, teachers, village representatives. ICDS worked successfully.

D

Women taking part in a folk dance with participants (Rght) at Pedachintakunta (Medak)

1
1

They were provided with an occasion o [eaf,cy a5 pedachintakunta, Mangapur, the ihe village, students enacted a skit portraying
from the poverty amelioration schemes and, 45 vali mango nursery and other serene o importance of hygiene in the daily life

those related to improvement of healthyycyies in the district. What mattered to the . o
literacy, promotion of handicraft, micro- The participants were happy finding villaget

youth was ultimately the discovery of the soul . i
finance and self-help projects. This generategt ndia from close quarters - in the villages taking the message presented by them wijith

an opportunity for the youth to get a first handy, o taught them the basic art of learning from respect to issues such as public hygiene,
knowledge of the rural lifestyle. Nature. family planning etc. in a positive spirit.

(7]

The programme was conducted in collaborayneracting with the students, faculties and While concluding the programme, students
tion with illustrious names such as Infosys,jjjage elders, Shri G.V.V.S.D.S. Prasad, promised to work with commitment and with

Leadership Institute. Padmasri Dr. BV Rajuco.ordinator “The Wheel” initiated a discus- one powerful objective:
Institute of Engineering and Technolt_)gy 8lsion on their observation of village life, the . ” g Hoult
Narsapur (Medak district) took part in the panchayat, lifestyle and the problems faced Let's not forget our villages and we shou

pilot project. by the villagers. He lamented over the kinds supplement government’s efforts in reaching

The Dangoria Charitable Trust at NarsapuPf exploitation that villagers are being OUt 10 the rural people and make educatipn
(1981) which is engaged in rural educatiorfXPosed to. He explored possibilities of using available at their door steps.”

played the host for the major rural awarenesgiodern technologies to solve the problem.

Visitors at ‘The Wheel’

Dr. K. Srinivasa Rao, Editor, Catalyst, New York. Nune Vengaiah, Chairman, DUTIES (NGO), Nellore.
NLN Bapiraju, President, Ch Bapiraju Dharmasamstha, ) R. Man Mohan, Coordinator, AP Vquntary Health Assocriati

Pedanindrakolanu, West Godawari Dist., A.P. Hyderabad.
A.V.M. Sai Ram, Scientist, Vitarana (NGO), Hyderabad. " G.V. Subba Rao, president, A.P Sarvodaya Mandal, Hyaer
V. Sriram Rahi, Manavatha (NGO), Hyderabad. " C. Venkataramaiah, Satyanweshana Mandali, LakshmiRur

“No person is your friend who demands your silenc e, or denies your right to grow.”—Alice Walker

NCRI 3 May, 2009




Rumblings from Afghanistan

NCRI chairman
Dr. S.V Prabhath
interacting with
ICIMOD capac-
ity development
officer Ashutosh
Mohanty.

Ashutosh Mohanty, the regional capacity development offifoer
International Centre for Integrated Mountain DevelopmedtMIOD) of

Nepal, gets the shock of his life when he visits thenaaaged cities of
Afghanistan including Capital Kabul, Jalalabad, and Nangdbar e

Accompanied by two gun-totting Afghan soldiers, Ashutagies to
universities and institutions of higher learning in dweintry to identify
potential scholars and assist them with fellowshgpgnsored jointly by
the International Development Research Centre (IDRCha@s the
Ministry of Environment and Forestry and the Himalayan versity
Consortium.

Mohanty's mission to Afghanistan began on April 12 toilitate
provision of scholarships to 25 students as part of anradér Capacity
Development for Afghan Faculties and Students programrhelpothem
pursue studies in “science and technology and to find ipedclong-term
solutions to the socio-economic and environmentablpms” of the
nation.

“You could see eerie silence all around... war hatsKabul devastated.

The girl students who had left studies under threat frenT#iliban were
slowly coming back to the campus. Some students said boetes vot
available in the libraries as the Talibanese regintebuant them down.

National Tech Day Contest

The NCRI organised an essay-writing contest for studgrtechnological institutions like 1ITs, NITs, llITsetto mark the National
Technology Day, May 11. Since the role of technologgchieving progress and well-being of the rural sectamsng the NCRI
objectives, it involved technical and IT students. Stud&woi® over 24 institutes including the Birla Institute Béchnology &
Science, Mesra, Ranchi, BITS, Pilani, BITS, Goase€alnstitute of Technology and Management, Faridabatian Institute of

Information Technology, Allahabad, IIIT, Bangalore, Indiastitute of Management, Madras, IIT, Bangalore,Ddlhi, Kharagpur,

Mumbai took part.

The external committee comprising Prof. C. V. RaghavikiVice-Chancellor, Nagarjuna University and PraofJ&elani, Director,
Centre for Distance and Advanced Education, Universityyaferabad, adjudged three prizes. Eleven other participenesselected
to receive commendation certificates. Trivikraman Shbraniam of BITS, Pilani was awarded the first priz&sf 10,000, Ankur
Kumar of BITS, Goa, Il prize (Rs.7000) and G. Vishwanathl®f Kancheepuram Il prize (Rs.5000).

All laboratory equipment had been vandalised. Senior ketunave
deserted the campuses,” Mohanty paused for a while befere
continued.

“I could hardly see any one loitering on the corridorstioé panic-
gripped varsity hostels. Many students want to go outfgh#nistan if
they had the means to study abroad. However, you couldheét the
booming of guns from the distant hills surrounding Capitabul,”
Mohanty recounted as he reeled out
Dr. S.V. Prabhath, Chairman of National Council of &ulnstitutes,
Hyderabad.

When the Chairman sought to know what other citieshefrtation he
visited, Mohanty said he went to a study circle at dakd, the
University of Alberuni, and the universities at Baany Kandahar and
Balk to facilitate the student aid, being extended by tbheethment of
India.

Interacting with Dr. S.V. Prabhath, Ashutosh indicated thatAfghan
situation was fast getting back to normal even asr#tenstruction
activities are under way with the help major worlations including
India.

The fellowships and educational support being extended to Afgaariss
also part of the capacity development programme fothadgfaculties
and students.

The scholarship amount being provided to each student pgrsuif
master’s degree in Natural Sciences, Disaster Managemanmnal
Husbandry, Social Sciences, Agriculture, Horticultu®eographic
Information System and Remote Sensing, is equivaleRsd?0 lakhs in
Indian currency, Mohanty revealed.

“Silence propagates itself, and the longer talk has beesuspended, the more difficult it is to find anythimg to say. ”

~ Samuel Johnson

NCRI

4 May, 200

his experience before



A leading light of Chipko
Movement and founder of
Dasholi Gram Swarajya
Sangh (1964) in Gopeshwar
(Uttarakhand), which became
the hub of an ecological stir,
septuagenarian Chandi
Prasad Bhatt is the winner of
the Magsaysay Award for
Community Leadership
(1982), Padma Sri (1983) and
Padma Bhushan (2005)
among other national and
global laurels and recogni-
tions.

Now 75, Chandi Prasad is
still an active environmental
activist and is engaged in
projects such as “greening the
denuded mother earth’
besides rejuvenating the

Shri Chandi Prasad Bhatt . .
extinct species of nature.

Chandi Prasad is nothing if not a message for the mankikdll the world come
to an end? Should the human kind perish for water or forethdevastation of
forests? Chandi Prasad answers such and many other questio

“If Gandhiji were alive today..., no, it is no hypothesisghs alive with us, he
would have launched a Satyagraha for the trees. Yes, onlitres of the famed
Salt Satyagraha. You have all rights over the trees. But yamnot fell them,
they are our lifelines,” says Gandhian Chandi Prasad &t in a telephonic
interview with Assistant Editor Ramesh Patnaik.

Scientists have issued red alert about global warmingr Rhciers are
melting faster than scientists have apprehended. Do yoihgee at the
end of the tunnel?

Chandi Prasad: Why only glaciers at the poles? Our own glaciers at t

origin of Ganga-Brahmaputra and Indus rivers on the Hiraalagnges

have already melted. About 45 percent of the mountain peaks havR

disappeared. This is due to global warming accompanied byegbletion
of the green cover on the sub-Himalayan slopes, in JaamtuKashmir,
Uttarakhand and the North-eastern states.

More than 15,000 glaciers in the Himalayan ranges have ulietihere’s
need for scientific study and research into the phenomeBut, the
situation is irreversible.. .

Consequently, the irrigation channels and tributariesesfehiver systems
are getting dry. Once the sea level swells due to tHenmef icebergs,

the salt waters will enter your river channels andéabecultural fields.

Imagine if the river systems are filled with saltter We will have no
water left to drink. You may live without food for aomth but not without
water! It's then that we may see the doomsday...

Tribals are Peace Loving
n Aterview with Shri Chandi Prasad Bhatt

Now that the trees are gone. Is there a scope for ahetr Chipko
Movement in India?

Trees are at the core of human survival. You felirtteg your own peril
When the Chipko movement was launched in 1973, our basid thasq
greening the barren lands, protecting the existing trees fimng axed or
the pretext of development, stopping the soil erosiongatbe Badrinath
Road and a halt to the mindless denudation of foresthemill slopes.
We involved the rural women, the labourers, scientisis$ students. Th
Chipko Movement was based on non-violent means. We egpldiow
the trees can meet their needs such as food, wateirand a

We have been educating the people on eco-development foee38.
We've also planted over 17 lakh trees in Chandoli-Garhegibn. Since
then many rare and extinct species have resurfaced.

Our cities are crowded with men, vehicles and pollubn is on the
upswing. Is there a Gandhian solution to these probleg?

It's a lifestyle question. If you can’t reduce your luxsrigou are in for
trouble. We took Gandhi as our ideologue and were inspirédirimbha
and Jai Prakash Narayan. Gandhi suggested taking the min
advantage of the environment and protect the cow andat. Villagers,
whose necessities are limited due to the simpleHdg tead, know how t
make the best uses of forests.

If you were asked to lead a movement to protect the dogy today?

It is easy to lead the tribal people, who are insitely honest, truthful
and non-violent. Their simple lives are compatiblénwiite basic Gandhia
principles.

What best | can do is to involve everyone that dependBeplants, hillg
and water sources and teach how they protect ous. lifethey are
Ijllgterates, quote from Scriptures and folklore. Scieatlidte Prof Madhay
Gadgil, students and faculties of Kumayun University habeays
ported our endeavour.

Do you remember what happened to the report of the 2003 Natal
Forest Commission of which you were a member?

The panel was constituted in 2003 and we submitted thet riep@005.
Some states have already implemented the projecsolmét the Primg
Minister and explained to him the need for creating glldorest and
expanding the existing gramavans adjacent to the villAjessuggeste(
that villagers and panchayats be involved in the managenand
protection of the forests.

A few objected to our plantation on barren government lavidgbe, they|
were scared that once the power goes to the panchiénatsvould be leff
with no teeth. Ultimately, what mattered was a pdltiwill to achieve.

And we wanted to generate people’s commitment.
Continued on page 11
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“The most silent people are generally those who th

ink most highly of themselves. ” ~ William Hazlitt

NCRI

May, 2009




Democracy as Gandhi perceived it
~ By Dr. Ravindra Kumar

Now that the general elections 2009 are over peacefully,aandw

Government has taken over. The Indian electorate hasrmesdf its

faith in the institution of democracy. Despite their ddeecultures and
classes, Indians have exercised their franchise in aigeenanner to
help the alliances get clear-cut majority to formstable government.
Thus, the seeds of democracy, it is evident, are veryroegad.

The existence of ancient institutions like the SabBasjitis and Viditha
date back to the Vedic era. Indian history corrobordtesetolution of
republics during the time of Gautama Buddha. Shakyamuni’s adyoc

of democracy, and his stress on the development of deticocra

institutions strengthen India’s claim to it.

Generally, democracy is recognised as an institutionttitates on a
political system of governance. However, the Buddhist adgesnin
ancient India had worked successfully in a democratic maHeerce, it
was, more or less associated with social and religicier.o

Indians, over the years, have reaffirmed their faittthe democratic
form of governance. Besides its political aspect, dencgcia well
suited to the functioning in economic and religious sphafés.can
assert this for the reason that India is a country edrdities and its
unity is possible only through a democratic system of goveman
Gandhi, himself felt the need of democracy in India, pieghe
institution’s vulnerability to be greatly abused. That why;, he
emphasised its constant evolution and growth. Throughhkisvished
the transformation of his dream of Ramarajya intoeality. In the
Ramarajya of his dreams, he saw that everyone, weakr@rg, gets
equal opportunity to rise and his security and honour areagiesd. In
short, Gandhi's Ramarajya is an advanced form of demmpcNow, the
guestion is: Is it possible to translate Gandhi’'s drdRamarajya or
demaocracy into a reality? If yes, then when? MahatraadBi himself
was not too sure about the answer. Hence, he was npleguabout
these hypothetical questions. He knew that a humangbalways
commits mistakes inadvertently or owing to ignorance.whs aware
that one cannot get rid of them immediately. Similadigmocracy as a
man-made institution cannot be free from the pitfalls.

Therefore, Gandhi stressed upon discipline, equality bdéweand
priority to the social will over the individual will. Hea®l indiscipline,
disrespect of law and priority to the individual will ov¥e social are
behind the pitfalls of democracy. So, it is necessaryiimise the
evils for making democracy disciplined, workable andaiib.

How can a democracy be devoid of mobocracy? How can it
transformed into a real people's rule? Can it becomeaafa? The
Mahatma was of the opinion that it is possible, indeeautiir constant
reforms and not in avoidance of it and in accordanck dé@mand of
time and prevailing circumstances. Simultaneously, fier rise of the
institution of democracy, the Mahatma rightly called mpiwe people to

bex disciplined, responsible and conscious democracy ceonie a true

carry on their duties and to maintain discipline.

In this process he further spoke about people's awaretliesgeant
people's responsibility for their duties, rights and cament towards
the nation. For, he fixed the responsibility of the pesplepresentative
on the one hand and the government on the other. He apfiusédeal
of such a democracy in which a handful of representatitegesn’t
matter if they are elected for a fixed term by the petpdenselves, sat
at the Centre to work for it. Through that the real airdemocracy car
never be achieved; and the system cannot become aulgeltr the
words of Mahatma Gandhi himself: “Democracy cannot loeked by
twenty men sitting at the Centre. For, it has to beke from below thg
people (Consciously) from every village.”

Uy

Moreover, Mahatma Gandhi laid great emphasis on a heplibiic
opinion and expressed the need for responsible représantgor he
thought public opinion in a democracy may not be healttd/raature
and foresaw the danger of the system turning into booracy. On
many occasions and at different levels this has beerexperience of
many democratic countries of the world including India.

Similarly, if representatives in a democracy are msponsible, they
may weaken the system instead of becoming its porgecBome times,
it may also be experienced in India.

Therefore, Gandhi called upon the people to help redugeott®bility
of abuse in a democracy to the minimum from time-to-tirle.
emphasised upon making democratic system of governance
healthy, disciplined and responsible. His call toesdemocracy fronj
becoming a mobocracy and to make it people-friendly astorming
it into a Swarajya was, indeed, worth contemplating.

Although a large number of people may be representing tneatatic
form of government, such conglomerations need not alwaffsct
demaocracy. Due to lack of discipline and control ober ¢rowd, it may
turn out to be a mobocracy, which cannot transmititieof the people.
Hence, a mobocracy, at times, becomes more dangettus
dictatorship. That is why the Mahatma said: "Theydveine in a mob]
have no mind, no premeditation. They act in frenayrddoubtedly,
Gandhi’s stress upon an alert democracy is vital amifisgnt. We
should see no reason for an institution of democraayorbing
unhealthy if its holders are disciplined and responsilbleitizen are
conscious enough, democracy will definitely step forwawgatds a trug
self-rule.

government of the people. Such a rule can turn into a §aaaad can
pave the way for the Ramarajya of Gandhi's dreaninidia comprising
more than seven hundred thousand villages. Hence, Gandevs
regarding democracy cannot be taken ligh{ffhe author is a former
vice-chancellor of CCS University, Meerut)

“Solitude and silence teach me to love my brothers f
~ Thomas M erton

or what they are, not for what they say.”

NCRI

6 May, 2009
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Nurturing ‘HALE’ & Hearty Visions

This little village in The saplings were meant to be sold to local bambo@astisarmers and
Khammam district set households. The bamboo products were planned for use asenstcks
a precedent in train- DY the cottage industries, bow beams, columns and doorsdastruction
ing school kids in activities. The technology was also developed at thedcfor over 15
bamboo craft as part years and was validated by the IIT, Delhi.

of the curriculum. The g team work for the project involving students, teastand the locals
school also generated gonerated much enthusiasm in the region. As a gesture ‘gfoitahead’,
a bamboo forest and e NCRI sanctioned Rs. 11.9 lakhs for the project Ra 4.35 lakhs for
helped NCRI to rede- he production of bamboo artifacts as part of the sotwolculum in 2008

fine its role as the afer scrutiny and verification of the antecedents efdfyanisation.
protector of the rural

environment. Haritha, on its part, bought machinery, cutters and otheipment for
_ o _ _ ~ manufacturing bamboo products at the school. The teaort efieated a
Haritha Association for Learning and Environment (HAL&) brainchild  gansation of sorts in the area and helped women entrepseragaged in

of Dr. P Sudhakar, a former faculty of IIT, Delhi, wat gp in 1988 at preparing incense sticks, get regular supply of raw matefial their
Harithapuri, Bhadrachalam Road, Palvancha in Khammaimnictlis products.

Students exhibiting bamboo material

The project was launched with the sole objective aftista educational Encouraged by
in_stitutions _witk_] a whole lot of environmental comgsness and activities o response
with Gandhian ideology and outlook. the project gen-

Among the novel projects HALE took up included involvstgdents up to erated, HALE
class X in the manufacture and marketing of bamboo produstdeise cCOnducted
setting up a nursery as a means to their conservaienthree-year green Several  work-
project, initially, which the National Council of Rurdhstitutes, Hyd, shops, seminars
encouraged and saw to it that the proposal was propeplgrinented with and  project-
the financial assistance it provided. The proposaistseHALE were true related —activi-
to the NCRI objectives, which conform to Gandhian visif basic educa- ties for teach-

tion and Nai Talim which strive for the overall growthtioe students. ers,  students
_ _ _ and locals. The
The project envisaged coverage of students from the distaled ¢, casg story of

sections of the society such as Backward, Scheduled &est8cheduled |, iha
Tribe communities and to the advantage of nine mandathesdigency certainly

will An experimentation through bamboo equipment

go
areas of Paloncha in Khammam district. down in the annals of history. It will also stand as g& epener for the
The time-bound bamboo nursery scheme was startedeohidrithapuri 9réen activists in general and entreprenuers of the rgoimparticular.
Primary School campus amid a large number of shadédprgvrees that Once Haritha was set out on its right course, therenwdsoking back.
protected the saplings.

NCRI Team in Karnataka

The Karnataka Government invited NCRI to make a presentation actitgies and outreach. The NCRI Wheel coordinator GVVDSadrd’ural
Institutes Forum coordinator RRK Murthy, Nai Talim Cell assisiproject officer E Mahesh presented details of NCRI &efvio the Karnataka
Government officials led by Sriram Kumar, Secretary to the @ovent of Karnataka at the Secretariat in Bangalore on May 27.

The State Government officials present had extensive dzesissith NCRI officials on micro-planning, Nai Talim education andouesirural
development initiatives.The presentation was made in the preséiRc®avi Kumar, the Secretary to the Department of RuraélDpment and
Panchayat Raj and K R Sashidhar, secretary among other officiaés piidgramme was co-ordinated by Karnataka Rural Development and
Panchayat Raj Director (SEP) Dr. Shamala Igbal.

“I am not sure whether chaos accepts me. | knows ome people are terrified of the bomb. Experience
teaches us that silence terrifies people the most.’ ' ~ Bob Dylan
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NCRI Supports ‘No Tobacco Day’

NCRI Chairrman Dr S.V Prabhath with Governor
Shri N. D. Tiwari at Raj Bhavan, Hyderabad.

A host of associations including Insurance Medical ServicésP Dental

Dr. SV Prabhath. The youth of today weaned on an overofosestern
culture are almost embarrassed to be seen aroundkrgtabout the
half-naked fakir, as Churchill dismissed one of the gstaien to walk orf
the earth.

However, all that is changing, and about time you wouldifspgu meet
an unassuming young man, who looked to be in his late twesmtie is g
member of Aid India Society, headquarters USA. This Kiaan, was an
IT professional working in Austin, Texas and living thenérican dream
till he threw it all away to return to India to live &mdian dream, that g
making India a strong nation, that is equitable, abgi economically and
legally.

Many IT professionals, Kiran affirms, have left thkighly paid jobs tg
join AID, which has 35 chapters in the US, and now fouriee &re
operating in India including Hyderabad, Chennai and New D#\ile

Association, Voluntary Health Association (Hyderabad), Governmenmany are working as volunteers, a few are employedkasan Sathis' ary

Dental College Hospital and other voluntary organisations tookt a

given a fellowship.

rally and organised a massive health camp on May 31, No-Tobacco Day

Hyderabad, the city of minarets was on fire, but these mo smoke! The
Employees State Insurance Hospital was agog with gcthihite coats
fluttered in the early morning breeze. It was 8 a.mMaly 31, the 'No
Smoking Day'. Doctors and young medical students formednaressive
human chain, as bemused passersby watched.

A dental camp was organised under the aegis of Insuraresic
Services in association with the AP Dental Assoomti Hyderabad
chapter, A.P Voluntary Health Association, Vasavyxi&y for Rural
Development, Andhra Pradesh Sarvodaya Mandal, Kaminetiiutesof
Dental Sciences, Government Dental College Hospital, WD, etc.

Dr. Srikanth, the General Secretary, actively madkstiahis forces to
ensure that no glitches occurred. Four

vans, equipped with medical facilities

were lined up on the ESI Hospital prem-

ises, and dozens of doctors and resident

doctors were in attendance. There was

also a Swadeshi products stall, that

operates under the auspices of Sarvodaya,

manned by Shree Sriram Rabhi .

When yours truly offered to stand in for

him while he had a well-deserved break-
fast break. He said, "It is not just about
selling products, but to educate the people
about the necessity of using Swadeshi
products and the relevance of Gandhi's ideals, whichmare relevant
today.

Wheel coordinator GVVSDS Prasad and others display a
banner against smoking

That is the whole relevance of the Youth sensitisapimgramme (YSP),
one of the major on-going programmes of NCRI, forfradeby Chairman

Komal Rastogi, working with Delloite, took part and comfed the neeq
for working on Gandhian ideals. All these show Gandhitosophy and
ideals are not lost in dust-laden books in the librariég drnate hall ir|
Raj Bhavan was packed with dignitaries, where the [gaatits were|
joined by Chairman SV Prabhath, who was introduced to mamytalies
and representatives of the participating organisations.

Governor N.D Tiwari, who at 82 is getting on in yeadscided to mee
them on the lawns instead. There was a scramblarasramen, studen
and doctors holding banners and posters jostled for vaptsgens.

One was particularly touching, by a youngster Anupama, Paritiwead

'‘Dad, we don't want this. We want a healthy futuregnainder to all dad$

who smoke at home despite the risks and pain of secosuaking.

A banner, which read 'Smoking kills' us
a scorpion graphic instead of a crab
denote cancer. The Governor made
brief speech on the hazards of smok
and recalled his childhood memories. K
father had warned him never to tou
beedi, cigarettes being a rarity those da

He said making students aware
the dangers of smoking should be part
the school curriculum and promised
address the issue on behalf of the H
Cross. He then congratulated t
organisers. To mark the occasion, Dr. Prabhath presenteemento tq
Governor ND Tiwari on behalf of NCRI. The Governaisea lusty shout
against "'Smoking'-- a proof of its benefits, and flagoféthe rally.
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“Silence is deep as Eternity; speech, shallow as T

ime. ” ~ Thomas Carlyle
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“As part of its marketing strategies, the Corporate \Wois virtually
turning the villages into a dumping ground of their produdiflages
today buy large quantities of soft drinks, cosmetics ancctaha@wing to
the vigorous corporate culture and business strategiesvillages, on
the other hand, produce milk that is

cheaper than soft drinks . The villages

also sell vegetables, which fetch them

very less money because of their

durability and storage factors.”

The villagers buy cosmetics, toothpaste
and soft drinks that are globally
distributed by the multinationals even as
their consumption is harmful for human
health. These do not help the growth of
rural economy, said Prof. Prasad,
Coordinator of Wheel, NCRI, participat-

ing in a seminar on “Gandhian Truth fdbiscussion on Gandhian Economy on Rural India in progrss at NCRI

Peaceful and Just Society' organised by
the Centre for Gandhian Thought and Action on NCRI psemiin
Hyderabad on May 8.

Elaborating that Sarvodaya is a non-exploitive sociatenent, Prasad
said what the corporate giants were doing at the cogdteofural poor
today was a kind of exploitation. Drawing parallelsnfr&wiss govern-
ment policies, Prof. D.V.G. Krishna, director of postgtdudepartment
of RG Kedia College, Hyderabad, said Gandhi opposed poliigdbita-

tion, which is back in business in India. Media advenisnts have

Concern Over Women Trafficking

The practice of trafficking of women is linked to thelpems of HIV/AIDS, which is

a matter of concern for the poor living in the villages

In order to plan strategies for a project aimed at prtievg transportation of women
and saving girls out of the ‘flesh trade’, volunteers @fnlgvatha, Hyderabad; Amma
Social Welfare Association, Ameerpet (Hyderabad) &wode of Vitarana, Hyderabad,
held a meeting at ‘The Wheel’, Centre for Gandhian Thbagd Action, a wing of the

National Council of Rural Institutes at Hyderabad oryia.

Responding to the concerns of the heads of these NBO& Prasad said human
trafficking is to be understood as an exploitation in atiooum of events and
conditions and not as an explosive situation in it¢el§ only a symptom of a major

social malady that is corroding the roots of the sgciet

A conceptual and pragmatic approach has to be evolved txarmdhe problem,
which needs to be seen from a humanistic view androot & moralistic angle, he\NheeI coordinator along with social worker Hanumasri and
suggested. The activists of the voluntary outfits decidedotoe up with concrete \/ Sriram Rahi of NGO Manavatha. Representatives from
plans so that a solution could be worked out to reducevtireissues of ending girl

trafficking as well as sexual exploitation in the stcie

Villages play big role in rural economy

played havoc with the economy by enticing rural consanme buy
corporate goods and this has pushed rural products into thkgabac
Prof. Krishna added.

NCRI consultant and Rural Institutes Forum Coordinatoramakrishna
Murthy made a power point presentg
tion on NCRI activities, Nai Talim and
interacted with students pursuing MBA
from RG Kedia College who attende
the session at NCRI. NCRI consultar
and Rural Institutes Forum Coordinatd
R Ramakrishna Murthy made a powsg
point presentation on NCRI activities
Nai Talim and interacted with student
pursuing MBA from RG Kedia College|
who attended the session at NCRI.

Guwahati Shanti
founder and Gandhian at heart He
Bhai addressed the students ali
recounted the rural reconstruction work undertaken by Hisafs.

Shri GVVSDS Prasad also fielded a volley of questionsnfrihe
participants with his natural grace and wisdom explainingthantages
of encouraging cottage industries in a globalised economy.

Officer on Special Duty (A & F) of NCRI, Shri C.D.Bréi Kumar also
addressed the participants.

NGOs are also seen

Sadhana Ashrain
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“I believe in the discipline of silence and could

perfect expression of scorn. ”

talk for hours about it. Silence is the most
~ Bernard Shaw
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Books as Monuments

Books need to be preserved for posterity.
They chronicle the present for the future.
Here is a book by Shri P.S. Pratap Raju on a
Satyagraha Ashram at Narsapur. NCRI
chairman Dr. S.V. Prabhath was the chief
guest who released the book at a function in
Narsapur.

The book was edited by Dr. D Venkates-
wara Rao, director of Gandhian Study
Centre of Y N College. Wheel coordinator

Dr Prabhath on May 11. The duo was
received by the staff of the college who briefed theouaithe activities
of the Gandhian Centre.

A Gandhi Ashram

A visit to the Gandhi Bhavanam at Pedanindrakollu in V@&stavari
district, run by former minister and Gandhian Ch V P fiiyRaju was
awe-inspiring.

The ashram has a big library and it used to run 160 schdblsring to
Gandhian ideology. The Ashram also supports students puhgue
studies on the Gandhian lines. The students work in villabée doing
their Masters degree in Social Work of IGNOU.

A Unique Jail

Later, Dr. Prabhath and Prof. Prasad visited ther@ledail in Rajah-
mundry. Chief superintendent of the prisons, AG Shiraddy briefed
the visitors about the activities by the inmates.eftiicate course on
Mahatma Gandhi was also launched for the inmates uhdeguidance
of Prof Prasad.

Reddy said the jail kitchen begins its operations inwke hours and
continues till 5 p.m. The vegetables are grown by timeates them-
selves. There is also an orchard that meets the prisareeds. Surplus
vegetables and fruits are sold outside and otheisaies are bought in
with the money so earned. It will be better to $eeprison as an ashram
meant for reform and training of the inmates and rtaaplace of
punishment!

A rare monument

The Gowthami Satyagraha Ashram at Seethanagram is raind@e
drive from Rajahmundry. The Ashram on the banks of Goddweaked
like an ageing warrior but is still fit for battle.

Sushila, the lady in-charge of the Ashram, laments tieabutildings are
in a dilapidated state and need repairing. Only fouriva 6f the 12

YN College Gandhian Studies Centre director Dr D Vekateswara Rao with NCRI chairman
Prof. Prasad was also present along withDr SV Prabhath and Wheel coordinator Prof GVSSDS Prasadt Narsapur. (Right) NCRI chief felicitating
author PS Pratap Raju whose book on Gauthami Satyagraha Ashramvas released on the occasion.

rooms are worth dwelling at the ashram which Mahaaadhi had
visited twice during his life time.

The ashram lodges a museum and a centre where widows analgir
trained in crafts and trades. A tree planted by Ganalhdj an old lantern
-post, that helped fishermen locate the ghat at nggamd testimony to
time.

Andhra University

As part of their tour, Dr. S.V. Prabhath and Prof. &daseached
Visakhaptnam where they met an English professor andamdse, who
also heads the department of gerontology of Andhra UniyerEhey

evinced interest in joining forces with the NCRI.

The two officials also visited the Gayatri Vidya Rhad Engineering
College wherein the management and the students evincednkexast
in rural development and other programmes spearheadgtk ByCRI.

Just in time, Andhra University's Gandhi Centre was hgldi two-week
refresher course on Gandhian thought.

Among the participants were an elderly man and a youngwgid
considered that Gandhian thoughts were not restrictedetogagder or
region. A desire to know Gandhi as a visionary wastwhaed the two!

A portrait of Gandhi painted by a prisoner

“It is better to keep your mouth closed and let p

and remove all doubt.” ~ Mark Twain

eople think you are a fool than to open it
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The Micro Planning unit of National Council of Rural tihges, Hydera-
bad, in collaboration with the Centre for Environmentvé&epment
(CED), Kolkata and Gandhi Manav Kalyan Society, Udaipganised
two workshops in Kolkata and Udaipur in May last. Theyengimed at
bringing communities, policy makers and researchers tag&hshare
experiences, practices and to identify application arefitgeipanchayats
and local communities in evolving strategies for makM@Os more
compatible to the planning process.

Natural Resource Conservation

Prof P.N Ghosh, Vice-Chancellor, Jadavpur Univergigugurated the
one-day workshop, “Micro Planning for Natural Resourcageovation”
on May 20, on Jadavpur University Campus, Kolkata. NCRiiroian
Dr. S.V. Prabhath, and Dr. Ashish KGhosh, DirectoED addressed.
Dr Ghosh said most of the problems in India are agélcentred and
since India is a village-based country, these should bét detn
seriously. Problems pertaining to poverty, education andthheak
predominant in the rural areas. About 30 crore peopletdagecure a
square meal a day. Ghosh said highly funded, technologrealipped
academic institutions and .national universitiescaming up in the cities
but the towns in the suburbs lacked infrastructure.

Ghosh concluded that Jadavpur University offers partnersith NCRI.

Chairman, NCRI in his keynote address spoke on the genebIERF

and he reiterated NCRI's chief aim is to identify g rural institutes
and work with them at various levels for smooth funétignrand form a
network with small rural organisations. Dr. Ghosh saidrenplanning
starts at the Panchayat level. Every state should a&iediversity board
and in each block a biodiversity committee. This coneaitshould
decide how much biological resources could be utilised fomuential

purposes.

Dr. Ghosh and Dr. B.P. Syam Roy, Former Special Segrd?anning,
Government of West Bengal discussed the NGO-Governmenesrip
with reference to decentralised reforms. The secondiosesentred
around the use of Geographical Information System, Managiemfor-
mation System and Data Base in Micro Planning.

Prof. Parthasarathi Dasgupta, 1IM Kolkata and Dr O.RBasaNSDI,

Continued from page ..5

What difficulties did you face in the hills during your movement days?

First, farmland was scarce in the overpopulated mownta@imere was no employment for the tribals. | askechen, children and students to join the
stir. The forests are ours. We need to protect tfmmour food, clothing and sustenance. That's how it wabrkevell, thanks. | want to visit

Hyderabad, will you help?

Just come down to the National Council of Rural Institues. It's a stone’s throw from the Andhra Pradesh Statéssembly.

| loved talking to you. Thank you. (His feeble voicesggisconnected over phone from the other side at Dashdttarakhand.)

Workshop on Micro Planning

Jadavpur University Vice-Chancellor Dr. P.N Ghadffressing the audience

NRDMS Division, Department of Science and Technologg], Gujit
Sinha, coordinator “Swanirbhar”, Kolkata and Dr M Chaterjsenior
scientist, NAEB, Gol., Dr. BP Syam Roy have alsdipgated. Dr Gaba
presented a theme paper on the development of villagemafmn
system covering some selected villages of Andhra Prad@sin. Suijit
Sinha explained how the rural high schools play an impbntale in
NRM Micro Planning. Angsuman Das, Secretary, DRCSC, Kalkat
the final session chaired by Prof. Partha Sarathgijata, talked of the
data and knowledge requirements for NGOs on Micro Planning.

The second workshop on Micro Planning was organised laboohtion
with Gandhi Manav Kalayan Society, Ogna at Udaipur ira&hpn on
May 25. Representatives from 27 NGOs and PRI membersiatd.

Dr. SV Prabhath, in his keynote address in the afterrsession focused
on promoting higher education in the villages based ondi@an
principles and insisted on making micro planning effortge cohesive.

The panellists stressed the need for preparing mienonimg on food
security as a priority area. The participants includad 8upta, CEO,
ALERT Sansthan, Udaipur, Ganesh Purohit, JJVS, UdaipwhaM
Dangi, Prayatna Samitee, Rajendra Sharma, Maha Semath8a,
Dr S.B Lall, Former Dean, Sukhadia University, Udaigr,PK Singh,
Associated Professor, Maharana Pratap University of Aluie &
Technology, Udaipur, Dinesh Chandra Vyas, Coordinator, ACAS
Udaipur.

“We will remember not the words of our enemies, b

ut the silence of our friends.”
~ Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Readers Reflect.....

Inspiring articles

During my visit to NCRI, | went through the Ailaan issofeApril, 2009
and was thrilled by its content. | was also impressethyarticles, which
are encouraging the rural youth. | suggest you to catigles on nature
cure and Ayurveda for the benefit of the villagers.

~ Chengolu Mallesam, Gazipur

Informative stuff

| thank you for sending Ailaan. Every issue of the sletter is quite useful
for our Voluntary Development Education endeavors heveuld like to
share with you some of my views on the problem of pdjaumaexplosion.
There are always more number of mouths to feed. \We #ieps to
optimise production. That is not enough. There are threermajpses be-
hind the worsening food and water crises. They are owegedunger and
wastage. These problems can be solved if people ledirre ta simple life
about which Gandhi says so much. Nobel Laureate econhdsuisnar
Myrdal was so inspired by Gandhian ideals that he wroteABr@n Drama.
We, Indians, seem to have forgotten the Father of oimbmaAn adage
says a prophet is not honoured by his people. Yes, ilgortant that
“instead of taking masses to production, let us take produdtiothe
masses”. Those who want more information may log omvav.siwi.org.
~ P. Selvaraj

Gandhi Hill to be spruced up

In a bid to revamp the Gandhi Ashrams and places ofliéan interest
in the country, NCRI Wheel coordinator Prof GVVSDS Rrhsisited
Vijayawada and Guntur on May 23 and 24. Gandhi Hill situatetie
heart of Vijayawada was the centre of many Gandhiagranomes in
the past. The Gandhi Stupa perched atop the hill at aatielewof 500
ft. is the centre of attraction.

The Hill houses a well stocked library on Gandhianditare. The mini
-train, which skirts the Hill is another attractions fart of his visit to
Vijayawada, Prof GVVSDS Prasad held discussions withdBaHill
Society secretary Ch. Murthy Raju and Dr. Gokaraju BaRgju, on
improving the facilities at Gandhi Hill and turn iito a peace tourist
destination.

A proposal for Gandhian Study Center was mooted in loaiigion
with Acharya Nagarjuna University in order to promotend@an
studies. Prof GVVSDS Prasad also met the NSS co-ordmaiad
proposed organising NSS camps at Gandhi Hill.

Prof Prasad met Murali Krishna of Guntur Zilla Khadia@odaya
Samstha and came up with plans to promote Khadi and vilhatyes-
tries in Guntur. The other proposals that figured intaltles were to set
up an outlet on Gandhi Hill and ways to promote Gandhiangits
and research.
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“We need a reason to speak, but none to keep silen  t.”
~ Pierre Nicole
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