
India truly shines in the West. In the United States it 

is undoubtedly a proud feeling to be an Indian. The 

Indian expatriates there have made a mark in various 

walks of life. They are one of the most coveted communities 

across the North America with the talent, skills and performance 

transcending several walks of life. Today the Indians not only 

have occupied top positions in various frontiers like science, 

technology, medicine and other fields, but have also emerged as 

the wealthiest group with the highest per capita income with 

their wards excelling in schools and colleges.  

As it always stands, the unity in diversity of the Indians is clearly 

reflected in the Diaspora settled in America. Along with other 

Indian communities the Telugus today have carved a niche for 

themselves. They are top-rung professionals in several aspects 

and this was on show, in ample measure, at the Telugu             

Association of North America (TANA) conference held between 

July 2 and 4, 2009 in Chicago. The famous event welcomed   

talent and intellect and has gone a long way in enriching the 

community itself besides striving to build a multiethnic and   

multicultural society. 

Daniel Moryhan, Harvard Universityôs distinguished social    

scientist and former Ambassador to India, called the United 

States a ómelting potô. Another scholar called it a ósalad bowlô. 

While adapting themselves to the American work ethics and far 

reaching professional standards, the Diaspora from various       

countries have contributed to the advancement 
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of America as well while preserving their cultural identities and distinctive traditions and customs. 

The observations of Prof. Milton Singer, anthropologist from the University of Chicago, on    

compartmentalisation of the ómodernô and ótraditionalô spheres of life applies to the life patterns of 

the Telugus in the United States: adherence to the religious scriptures in the house, especially in 

the puja room and to the work manual in the office setting. 

The bi-annual conference of TANA reflects this dictum in work culture with a concern for         

preservation and promotion of the best in their indigenous cultures and traditions, especially that 

of language, performing arts and cuisine. An emerging trend is that of sharing and concern for  

service to the downtrodden in Indian villages.  

The month of July gave an opportunity to NCRI to make a foray into the US, particularly into the 

city where Swami Vivekananda set his holy feet, debuted with spiritual ferocity and shook the 

world with his oratory and wisdom at the Parliament of Religions, Chicago.  

Thanks to the expanded interactions in recent times we received an invitation form TANA (Telugu 

Association of North America) to make a presentation on behalf of NCRI during their bi-annual 

extravaganza. It was the first time that an organisation promoting the Gandhian ethos, has been 

invited by TANA. In the past an organisation like NCRI would not figure in the agenda of TANA. 

That it did for the first time, is partly due to a shift of interest toward development concerns of the 

native country and particularly that of rural India. Some of the TANA members promote                 

individual projects that work for the betterment of rural people in the Vizianagaram region of        

Andhra Pradesh, but it is, perhaps, for the first time that TANA per se has evinced direct interest 

in this domain. 

It was a matter of pleasure to know and meet people óliving-for-othersô and who made their mark 

in America with their contributions. Some of them, who are superannuated, are now keen to return 

to India. They are particularly inspired by the cause for which NCRI is working. It was a joy to be 

able to meet such a galaxy of eminent persons working as scientists, engineers, doctors,                  

entrepreneurs and executives from Government, the private and NGO sectors. 

Those who have shown keen interest in TANA conference were not only Telugu people, many of 

whom are of Indian origin, but also American nationals. TANA was magnanimous in giving an 

opportunity to NCRI to make a presentation about its activities and also in providing space for a 

stall in the exhibition at the Conference at no cost to NCRI, an honor by itself.   Continuedéé                                
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