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A very happy birthday to Ailaan

When it was launched the mission was clear — to create a platforne wieavs are
shared, information is exchanged and open up a bank of thoughts and to-dos on the
way to achieving our monumental goal. On the occasion of completion gkanef
Ailaan, we are honoured to assert that within a short period the newshattdron to
become the mouthpiece of the Institute that strives towards deeelopment,
empowerment of the rural youth and helping India achieve Gram Swaraj and
Sarvodaya in Mahatma Gandhi's words. The inspiration drawn from his words,
galvanised by team work at the NCRI and, of course, the patronage extended by
various stakeholders - - esteemed organisations, honourable Gandhians and valued
academicians all have made Ailaan a force to reckon with.

We assure that the journey would be more vibrant and purposive |
I days to come and in tune with the objectives of the Institutesé®k you
continued support.
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Each time they nurse the delusion that it is only @rtgeneration the crisis is palpable and
that the past generations walked through roses and livedgtinrstagrance without any
hurdles. The reality is that the problems were omngresObviously such perceptions

were not in congruence with reality.

Can we find better solutions to the problems our socsefsicing today? It is felt that most
of these problems appear to be man-made. They put onéd ama oneself in a state of
perpetual depression and disintegration, trouble and an@mghiguity and dissonance: to
be part of a universe that seems to be falling apartfalipg to act now, what kinds of
consequences will we face? We will have to do moredate a more secure world. Eleanor
Roosevelt said it 50 years ago: “We must prevent humaedyarather than run around
trying to save ourselves after an event has alreadyrced. Unfortunately, history clearly
shows that we arrive at catastrophe by failing to rnieesituation, by failing to act when we
should act. The opportunity passes us, by and the nextalisaalways more difficult and
compounded than the last one.” Our attitude of cynicisi: a@&langerous precedent to the
future generations allowing them to get caught in the voofeiertia, callousness and
neglect where trivial things get prominence and societaéstake a backseat. Can’'t we be

proactive than respond after the event!

Another aspect is that it is not necessary that yaue o have a role or knowledge about
what is affecting you. Lives are so interconnected tdtay we are getting affected with
developments elsewhere which are seemingly unrelatdd aut location and vocation.
Some of these developments bring rewards while othelbutidns. Some of them may
bring sharp divisions and bring calamitous consequences, athigs assure improvement
in the quality of life and better living conditions. Onesds to closely observe such changes
with a keen eye to draw lessons. Geographical boundariEsger matter, but mindsets do.
Refreshing winds of change are welcome while we should Bgstems to insulate us from

baneful influences and deleterious consequences.

The debate as to whether human beings are ever happyemdaup in a stalemate but
imagination goes on incessantly. What is at stake isability to fulfill human wants with
immediate contentment. The rising tide of expectatemmginues to trample us and it will be

difficult to contain this tide in a rapidly changing b
Continued......

“Optimism is the foundation of courage.” ~ Nicholas M. Butler.

NCRI 2 January, 2009
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We are embedded to our notions, right or wrong. This igjtineessential reality in which
we exist today. Too many of us are trapped in complacartgaf-denial.

In the present day world the events and internatioglations can make a difference to
people who are otherwise not connected. Not just rakhips but also the deeper aspects of
culture. To quote Thomas Friedman, the world is flaall so. There cannot be any
decoupling since we are living in a world that is inexorabtgrconnected. Lifestyles in
some countries consume a lot of resources. At the 1992HIN'Earth Summit" in Rio, the
government delegates from various developing countries arguedcessfully though for
the adoption of per capita measures of consumption, siggethat such calculations are
"central for assessing the sustainability of lifestydad civilisations". Any such assessment
clearly suggests an urgent focus on the unsustainable cptisonpatterns in some
societies.

In his bookThe Best That Money Can't Buy: Beyond Politics, Poverty, & WayJacque

Fresco envisions a global civilisation in which sciencd tethnology are applied with
human and environmental concern to secure, protect, andrageoa more humane world
for all people. He proposes a possible way out of our megurcycles of boom and

recession, famine, poverty, a declining environment, amdcgal conflicts where peace is
merely the interval between wars. He outlines anratide, humane social design of the
near future where human rights are no longer papergmations, but a way of life. It is a
challenge to all people to work toward a society inich all of the world's resources
become the common heritage of all the people on &éiih.elt’s a realisation on mutual
relationship based on mutual respect and appreciationfefetites rooted in the diversities

of human existence.

There are too many problems with too few feasible solutibhe Dalai Lama says: “If you
have a solution to a problem, why worry? If you do nateha solution to a problem, why
worry?” Even so, it is hard not to. Human tendency eanprto exercise choice. We hope
over fear. Hope raises no dust even if it is based douded vision:z:

Dr. S.V. Prabhath

Chairman, NCRI

“Optimism is essential to achievement and it is also the foundation of courage and true progress.”

~ Lloyd Alexander.

NCRI 3 January, 2009
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@ Shiridi Sai Rural Institute, Pravaranagar

Dr. Y.K. Alagh, Chairman - SSRI, Shri M. M. Pulate, Executive Chairman-SSRI and
Dr. B. K. Salalkar, Director-SSRI in “Maintenance of Farm Equipments and Machinery”
training workshop

Rural development is of prime importance in a nation’smjno About 75% of the Indian
population lives in villages and primarily depends on agriculané allied activities for
livelihood. Proper diffusion of agricultural know-how wighcommunity based approach on
situational needs is the need of the hour.

The socio-economic survey of villages around Pravaranagtie state of Maharashtra
showed that there is a need for an institution whichazader to the requirements of rural
population, in fields such as agriculture, IT, rural engapurship development ,etc. It is
necessary to bridge the gaps in awareness, skills traiamty use of appropriate
technologies and also in activities like horticultudairy, poultry farming, etc.

In order to address this need an institution was set uphat®aahsil, Ahmednagar district,
Maharashtra, on 28th Jan 1997.This institution was christ&h@ti Sai Rural Institute
(SSRI). This was in fulfillment of the vision of hon’bl8hri Balasaheb Vilkhe Patil, M.P &

former minister .

Since its inception SSRI has been advocating and impkmgeseveral developmental
programmes including Rural Entrepreneurship Development,nhafkisn Technology and

women empowerment programmes. Continued......

“Optimism is the faith that leads to achievement. No thing can be done without

hope and confidence.” ~ Helen Keller

NCRI 4 January, 2009
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Shiridi Sai Rural Institute, Pravaranagar....

Over a period, SSRI has operationalised centres ldestnal Training Institute, Rural Institute at
Rahata , Sai Rural Entrepreneurship Development CerRENE). The Institute has undertaken
several programmes like Rural Information TechnologydetofPRAGATI), Condensed Course
of Education for Adult Women and need-based seminars, vapks and conferences, etc. apart

from conducting short term programmes for generating-eeiployment to rural women.

The Institute has been awarded the “Dyansurya Award” shbleakt Balasaheb Bharde Institute
of Information Technology, Pune in the year 2003 for itsrkwom promoting information
technology at grassroots level.

Rural Institute at Rahata

The Rural Institute was established at Rahata in JarR@0y with the support of National
Council of Rural Institutes. The Institute is activelygaged in developing improved methods of
agriculture, animal husbandry, agro-processing and distripudiad is consciously striving for the
amelioration of the living conditions of marginalraers, landless laborers, women and children.

The Institute is also incubating capabilities in themsabf research in advanced technologies. It
offers several courses in Animal Husbandry and Dairy Tdobgp Horticulture and Nursery
Management, Computers and Information Technolegy.

This special issue of the newsletter contains artieled reflections of various
people associated with us over the last one yeareVtews developments with a
focus on NCRI's contribution in relevant areas of rwatichment with special
emphasis on basic and higher education based on Gandinieiples.

This is sculpted out of contributions from the membarg] symbolises the spirit
of collective endeavor, a sine qua non to confront present and the future
challenges and come out successful.

We thank each one of the contributors for their ksic views, feedback
suggestions, etc. thereby making our efforts more meaningful

“Pessimism leads to weakness, optimism to power.” ~ William James

NCRI 5 January, 2009
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Theme Paper Presentation on RRIC

Chairman, NCRI discussing the RRIC concept with AirVice-Marshal(Retd.) N.S.Sastry,
Managing Trustee, Samrita Trust and other RRIC team membes

As a part of our efforts towards conceptualising the R&edource Informatic Centre
(RRIC), a theme paper presentation was made at NCRIZh January 2009 by
Shri Sunder Rajan, an IT Strategic Consultant. Thar@aa, NCRI, Asst. Director, NCRI ,
Air Vice-Marshal (Retd.) N.S. Sastry, Managing Trust®amrita Trust and other RRIC
team members have attended the session.

The speaker has presented the concept of RRIC whiclo isaké a holistic view of the
village, harness the existing eco-system of the villagglnning, prioritising the needs of
the users/beneficiaries and providing an efficient Midem®ing and Management Tool.

The participants deliberated on the mandate of NCRI, ¥@.promote rural higher
education, to empower rural institutions, both financiadlgd technically, and most
importantly, to develop institutions engaged in programméseoBasic Education system or
Nai Talim.

In his concluding remarks, the Chairman, of NCRI hateratied that NCRI has a clear
mandate and RRIC must focus on identifying and bridging ghps, if any, thereby
facilitating NCRI's smooth and unhindered functioning. Tisewalssion has helped in bring-

ing to light new dimensions in realignment of conceptisnplementation processeses

“Optimism is a seed sown in the soil of faith; pessi mism is a seed hoarded in the vault of doubt.”

~ William Arthur Ward

NCRI 6 January, 2009
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Gujarat Nai Talim Sangh-29th Biennial
Conference

Chairman , NCRI and Dr. Arun Kumar Dave, President, Rav Krupa Trust along with
other prominent Gandhians

Gujarat Nai Talim Sangh’s 29th Biennial conference wald bn 20-22nd January 2009 at
Uttar Buniyaadi Vidyalaya, Jivansala, Ambardi in Rajlattrict of Gujarat. The three-day
meet in which more than 500 Nai Talim workers had partieghdocused mainly on

strengthening efforts towards Nai Talim. Eminent schofamesented their views on the

theme of ‘Re-orientation of New Generation towards Nalim'.

In the inaugural address, Shri Govindbhai Rawal, Directoshwa Mangalam, Anera
described the idea of Udyog in Nai Talim as an esseagéct relating to self-reliance in
today’s context. Dr. Motibhai Patel presented his views‘T@aching methods in the
mainstream education and Nai Talim—Diversion and ConversiBormer Principal of
Lok Bharti, Shri Mansukhbhai Salla delivered a lecture ®he‘education for new society’.

Shri Harisingh Chawda, Director, Lokniketan Ratanpur moirdut that the combination of
Kalam [Pen], Karchhi [Ladle] and Barchhi [Spear] sym&edi basic character make-up of
students. These three constuctively contribute tortheldement of the individual as well as

the society.

Continued......

“Perpetual optimism is a force multiplier.”  ~Col in Powell
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Gujarat Nai Talim Sangh - 29th Biennial
Conference...

Former Vice Chancellor of Gujarat Vidyapith, Dr. Ardkamar Dave presented his views on

‘Basic contents of Nai Talim

for Primary, Secondary and High

education’. He brought out unigt

approaches of Nai Talim Pedago

at three levels of learning - Primar

Secondary and Higher. At thc

primary level, the learning should

be activity based; at the Secondarghairman, NCRI taken on atoqrtoinnovations undertakenat a
Lokshala in Gujarat

level, it should be academic as well

as activity-based learning and at the higher level, theraend implementation should be

the approach, he averred.

Manubhai Mehta, Director of Lokshalla Khadasali, shdrsdexperiences in implementing

Nai Talim at Lokshala successfully.
NCRI Chairman, Dr. S. V. Prabhath who was th,

Guest of Honour, had, in his address, referred to t

Gandhiji about Nai Talim:

previous Nai Talim conference, held at Vishw : .
| have given many thing

Manglam, Anera, and applauded the organizers f@r i, |ndia. But this system o
conducting the annual conference. He briefed the education together with it

conference on the mission of NCRI and furnishef| technique is, | feel , th
best of them. | do not thin
| will have anything better
to offer to the country.

an overview of activities at NCRI. He invited
innovative initiatives from Nai Talim institutes the
realization for which NCRI would be very happy to
provide financial assistance. He expressed de

satisfaction at the way Nai Talim has taken roots

the state of Gujarat.xx

“The optimism of a healthy mind is indefatigable.” ~Margery Allingham

NCRI 8 January, 2009
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Peace and Conflict Resolution meeting

Dr. John G. Shulmam seen discussing with Chairman NCRand other NCRI
members on the issue of Peace and Conflict Resolutiprogramme

A meeting to deliberate upon planning a programme in the @fré@eace and Conflict
Resolution’ was held on 30th January 2009 at NCRI. Dr. #®h&hulman, President &
CEO of Alignor and a peace expert, Mr. Manikkam Nataramector, Alignment

Solutions, Adayana India Group and NCRI project team meméatended the meeting.

The meeting started with a presentation by Dr. S. ¥blRath, Chairman, NCRI, on the need
for initiatives in the area of Peace and Conflict Retsmh from the ‘Gandhian Social
Perspective’. He also narrated the approach required bidhigng a few points like
identifying and involving experts in the domain, and the needcbnformity to NCRI

mandate on Rural Transformation adopting Gandhian iggolo

It was decided to prepare a feasible pilot programme wathailable budgetary allocations.
Involvement of the local rural institutes and Panchakaji institutions should be one of
the criteria. In response, Dr. John G. Shulman presenigdecent experiences in the matter
of ushering in social change in certain North-Easfarts of India through innovative
programmes implemented by Alignor's team. He promisecbtoe up with an appropriate
model tailored to NCRI. Is perspective initially, theopiproject would be implemented in a
few villages in selected areas in North East and MonfBouthern regions within the

stipulated time

“Optimism is the one quality more associated with success and happiness than any other.”

= Brian Tracy

NCRI 9 January, 2009
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Commemoration of the Martyrdom of
Mahatma Gandhi

NCRI initiated On-the-Spot Drawing

Competitions in various schools in

different parts of the country to mark

the Martyrdom of Gandhiji. Children

from many schools across the

country participated. The competi-

tion was based on the following

themes: Gandhiji as seen by the new A child portraying Mahatma Gandhi

generation; contemporary society and the relevance ofsandhiji; and relating
Gandhiji to the present day.

Children bringing out their imagination onto canvas

Prize distribution ceremony was organised at JawahaBBalvan, Public Gardens, Hyderabad
following the competitions. Shri Ramachandra Reddy, DarecJawahar Bal Bhawan presided
over the function and Shri Krishna Rao from NCRIefad the children about the relevance of
Gandhiji in today's times. The meeting commenced with dlvservance of two minutes of

silence. The prize distribution function began with tHghting of the lamp as a mark of

reverence to the Father of the Nation. Overall, mibes 600 children took part in the event.
Shri Kishan, an artist of international repute and annattuctor at Bal Bhawan encouraged the

participants and lauded them for effectively depictingthiggnes. _
Continued......

“Optimism is a kind of heart stimulant - the digital is of failure.” ~ Elbert Hubbard

NCRI 10 January, 2009
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Commemoration of the Martyrdom of
Mahatma Gandhi...

NCRI team with Prize winners of drawing competition @ Jawahar Bal Bhawan,
Public gardens, Hyderabad.

Cash awards, certificates and consolation prizes grees away to the children.

Peace March by children held at Ambodala, Odisha
A drawing competition, a peace march and a seminar on p@@caon-violence had been
organised at Govt. High School, Ambodala in which studantsteachers numbering more
than 200 participated. Children of different age groups ckadf composed poems on
peace and non-violence. A shramadan was also organisdiaeacttildren had planted more
than 100 saplings inside the hostel campus of the sahoadtk the occasion.

“Optimism. The doctrine or belief that everything is beautiful, including what is ugly.”

~ Ambrose Bierce

NCRI 11 January, 2009
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Commemoration of the Martyrdom of
Mahatma Gandhi ....

Our sincere gratitude to the managements and teash#f all the
participating schools

Hyderabad Public School, Begumpet,
Hyderabad, A.P
M. H.Gupta Model School, Saidabad,
Hyderabad A.P

Takshsila Public school, Hyderabad, A.P
VidyaVatika Talent school, Hyderabad, A.P
Aman Vedika Rainbow Home, Sec’bad, A.P
Bhavani Public School, Hyderabad, A.P
Springdales Public School, Hyderabad, A.P

Govt.High School, Ameerpet Hyderabad, A.P

St.Paul’'s High School, Hyderabad, A.P

KalaDarshini, Hyderabad, A.P

Balasadanam,Hyderabad, A.P

BalaSadanam, Hyderabad, A.P

GBPS, Hyderabad, A.P

Govt. High School Ambodala, Odisha

Indira Gandhi H.S,Amalabhata, Odisha

Station Kumudabali UGME, Ambodala

Saraswati Sishu mandir, Ambodala, Odisha

Balijodi Sevashram, Balijodi, Odisha

Prerana Ambodala Sevashram, Ambodala

Joshi Primary School, Amalabhata, Odisha

Sardha, Muniguda,Odisha
GVMS, Bhubaneshwar,Odisha
ORRISSA, Malkangini unit,Odisha

NCRI 12 January, 2009
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Religion in Action -An Inspirational Example

In Nanapeth,Pune, a mosque with its minar, tomb, gates, etc., |all
within an area of 360 sg. feet was located between the railway go@ds
yard and the famous Guntekri market yard. This structure had becaofne
a hindrance for the pedestrians but nobody dared say a single w@rd
against it, because it was associated with a religion and to say

anything against it may be considered heretical.

But, managers of this 200 year-old mosque at Nanapeth colld
understand the problem. Considering the hardship of the people, they

decided to entrust the place to the Municipality of Pune.

That’'s not all; dilemma still persists. What if the municipapiyls

down the mosque? Won't there be the risk of communal tensign?
Wisely, the managers of the mosque entrusted the duty of razing|jthe
mosque to ground to 50 Muslim men. They pulled down the mosgue
and the place was then entrusted to the municipality with a note|py
the managing trustee of the mosque, Sheikh Abdul, “It beca e
necessary to pull down the mosque for the growth and bettermeng of
the city.” “How noble and praiseworthy the deed was! Th
leaders of all religions must draw inspiration from this event, anp

work concertedly for harmony and peace in the society.”

Contributed by Shri.TRK Somaiya, Bombay Sarvodaya Mandal

“Optimism doesn't wait on facts. It deals with prosp ects.” ~  Norman Cousins

NCRI 13 January, 2009
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Nai Talim of Connected Society with Education
for Transformation
~ * Prof. Ram Takwale

The following is the Keynote Address delivered by Professor RanalEaktithe Janakidevi
Bajaj College of Science at Wardha, Maharashtra, India on 27 December 2008

The address gives an idea how Gandhiji's Nai Talimacbelrecreated in the context of the
connected society in the 21st century. It gives, in ptfief abortive attempts at initiating Nai
Talim after independence and the failure in adopting anpdeimenting it on the basis of the
Education Commission Report (1966). This is essentially dubket contradictory nature of
the existing system of education vis-a-vis Nai Talim. @tldress provides the basis for the
third model of development as propounded by Gandhiji inresttto the socialistic and

capitalistic developmental models.

Gandhian Nai Talim considers education in its complateextended form as an instrument
to fulfill the needs of knowledge society by linking legg, working, developing and
transforming. It uses constructivist pedagogy for learningftein sustainable development.
It proposes to ensure quality education for all and foabéishment of a society without
poverty. The form of education is essentially resoubzs®d and relies on use of global and
local resources for empowering people organised into sgmnalips of families, called

pariwars, and their communities.

A developmental education model creates relationshippeo$ons, technology, human
resources and natural resources to develop six typesciafl sapital and service culture-
based economy of permanence. The J C Kumarapp’s scalaloation based on service
economy is proposed to assess cultural maturation leeklgroups, pariwars and
communities. A system of companies based on alreadyingxiiir-profit company, the

MKCL, the social developmental education corporation dogating social capital and
mobilisation of communities and social production compafue®s a complete system that

links education with knowledge, development and transfoomati Continued. ...

* Prof. Ram Takwale iPresident, CONSENT and an acclaimed educationalist in the
country . He was former Vice Chancellor of three Universitiagje University, Pune
(1978-84) ,YCMOU, Nasik (1989-95) , IGNOU, New Delhi, (1995-98).

“Optimism allows you to see the positive aspects of any situation and enables

you to capitalise on each possibility.” = Susan M.Heathfield

NCRI 14 January, 2009
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Nai Talim of Connected Society with Educatiofor
Transformation...

The system of social business and social production aoepalong with developmental
education in a connected society can incorporate the Gandppoaches and principles of
decentralised and autonomous system of development \ittesome work and wages for

individuals and groups.

| am thankful to the organisers of the National Semfoa giving me this opportunity of
delivering the keynote address on the theme of innowsatiobasic sciences in the realm of

modern education system.

Wardha is a place where my life and learning opportuniteaverged. My father,
Govind Kondiba Takwale, a first generation learner are@dmaster in a small village in
Pune district, got an opportunity to spend one year (1948-49) mh&aHe studied the
basic education course as part of the scheme wdinte Nai Talim in primary schools in
Maharashtra—the Balasaheb Kher’s scheme of Basic EolucAfter completing the course,
he was appointed the Deputy Education Officer in Pune aistmd our family moved from
the village to Pune city. Being the eldest among thengblil thought my future job as a
primary school teacher was a certainty once | a&thib8 years of age. During those days,
primary teachers were associated with three featumeste children, poverty and commit-
ment to education. Migration to Pune opened before mepportunities— one of securing
higher education, and another of working in Rashtra SedaBdth shaped my ideas about
education and helped me follow a path of linking educatidh saciety. Today also, | am
doing the same task but with the use of information anghaanication technologies (ICT).

A few relevant points brought out during the course of discussions vetidh@n thinkers

and workers:

| was in Wardha on a few occasions earlier. Ondéehded the Maharashtra State seminar
on New Education Policy organised by the Government ofdvéedtra in 1986. | was then
Officer-on-Special Duty in Government of Maharashtraj propagating the ideas of Open
University in Maharashtra. Lateron, as a founder Vibau@ellor of YCMOU, visited
Wardha on a few more occasions in connection with Stinely Centres of the Maharashtra

Open University. Continued

“With optimism, life can triumph.” - Romane Beardena

NCRI 15 January, 2009
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Nai Talim of Connected Society with Education
for Transformation

Now, | have come here with all the reverence and gadatiration for one of the three
greatest sons of India, included in 100 all time great emumsts of the world by
UNESCO—Mahatma Gandhi. The other two are Ravindranagofe and J P Naik. These
days, | am working as a trustee of the Indian InstitoteEducation established by
J P Naik at Pune. For the last few years, | havagbstudying Mahatma Gandhi’'s
Nai Talim model suggested by J P Naik in the Education Cesiom Report (1966) in a
modified form to suit science and technology of the modga. My studies on about the
programmes of National Education System (Rashtriya BaikBranali) given in the
Education Commission Report, the Nai Talim and J C Kapya's ideas of Economy of
Permanence have led me to realise how great MahatmaHigsights and analysis of
relationships amongst man, nature and machine, and thiesrwith work and wages were
simply extraordinary and integrative. Mahatma Gandldésas of Nai Talim were essentially
rooted in agrarian society,and envisaged living and working symohily with nature in an
autonomous and integrated way. The agrarian society \ga$ ldecentralised and enjoyed
freedom, though constrained by conflicts and exploitateggns of some. Mahatma Gandhi
did not oppose machine, but insisted on its use to providéesdme work and wages to
everyone. The human work and wages should be in consemweith natural and human
resources. The work and wages should lead to non-expleitatid non-violent ways of

living and coexisting with nature.

Mahatma Gandhi’'s opposition to machine stems from dhe that the auto-machine-based
society generates mapsaduction and free market practices, and is based on
centralisation and exploitation. It is no wonder ttreg two views, one of Gandhian society
and the other of industrial society cannot be recaoohcilBowever, a new society

is emerging—the new information society or connectedesoof the 21st century. | am
excited to find that the new processes of connected gdtiat have already emerged or
are still emerging since the last decade or so can naped to all systems of living and
working. They can also be used for restructuring and foemgg society on the basis of

values and principles of Nai Talim. _
Continued......

“Optimism is an intellectual choice.” ~ Diana Sc hneider

NCRI 16 January, 2009
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Nai Talim of Connected Society with Education
for Transformation...

In Nai Talim, education can be linked with transformatam with the development of
economy of permanence. | consider that Mahatma GandNlarsralim can be recreated in
the new information society in a neo- or post-modernoérbuman development. | have,
therefore, come here to present some of these iddadiscuss with some Gandhian thinkers

here about this new paradigm of education.
| am dividing my speech into four parts:

1. Nai Talim after Independence

Basic education links the

2. Nai Talim of Connected Society children, whether of the cities o
the villages, to all that is best an(

3. Linking  Education  with  Industryl| |asting in India . It develops bot
and Wealth Creation the body and the mind, and keeps
the child rooted to the soil with
glorious vision of the future in the
grealisation of which he or she
begins to take his or her sharg

systemic linkages, | am trying to establish wi |
| from the very commencement ¢

the theme of this National Seminar, thiS or her career in school.

innovations in science and with Neo-Modelin-The selected works of Mahatmé
Education System. Gandhi, Vol -IV
p.351.

4. Linking Education with Transformation

| am sure the participants will appreciate t

1.Nai Talim after Independence :
Lost Opportunities

History of adopting Nai Talim in Indian educa-
tion system is very interesting and instructive.

After independence in 1947, it was expected that the systeRashtriya Shikshan -
comprehensive education linked with living and working in sgeietill have precedence
since Mahatma Gandhi’'s congress party was in power. Stames like Maharashtra were
quick enough to induct the Basic Education linked with villageldés in primary schools.
This was done within the existing system of educatiorbiskeed in India during the British

colonial rule- the Macaulay’s system of education. Continued

“Optimism is the right side to look forward to.” ~ Mark Aaron A. Corrales
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Nai Talim of Connected Society with Education for
Transformation...

This program continued for a few decades and was abandorggbelared again as SUPW,
the Socially Useful Productive Work. However, thesegpans had always remained pe-

ripheral and never got integrated with mainstream cueriantl classroom teaching.

Another opportunity of inducting Nai Talim arose while Mfaating National Policy of
Education based on Education Commission Report of 1966. €perRadumbrated there
were two streams for developing the educational systeerfirst was to extend the existing
model of education with the addition of vocationalhtemlogical and professional programs.
The second was to create National System of Educatitbn‘education revolution’. Both
these approaches to the educational system and the progmmsexplained in the
Education Commission Report with great detail for itsplementation. The second
alternative was essentially an adoption of Nai Talimirltggrating it with modern science
and technology. J P Naik, a true Gandhian and freedomefigwho worked as an
Education Advisor to the Ministry of Education, Governimehlndia was, in a way, the
virtual author of the Report and inducted the Gandhian idedsprograms related to the
‘educational revolution’ and National System of EducatofRashtriya Shiksha. However,
the basic structural changes essential in adopting Nai Tahoh starting educational
revolution in India were not considered and adopted ithdurpolicy decisions. The
education revolution never took off and J P Naik cam& tm®une a deeply disappointed
man.

Essentially, the choice was between western educatimdel for industrial developmental
processes and Gandhian model of development. Later®iNalk analysed the reasons for
the failure of the proposed education revolution. Besidhes political will, J P Naik
attributed the failure to two basic reasons:

The choice of change makers: The revolution was torbeght about by the
teachers and administrators of the existing educatisteisy The people who were
having vested interests in the perpetuation of the systammever be the change

agents of the revolution.
Continued......

“Optimism is true moral courage.” ~ Ernest Sha  ckleton
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Nai Talim of Connected Society with Education
for Transformation...

Unclear relationship between education and development: tdydevelopmental
models were available- capitalist and socialist. idnddopted a mixed model of
development.

J P Naik talked about the Third Model of development base@andhiji's approaches. But,
integrating the model with the mass-production industry @mse=e & products, and their
linkages with free market was like combining two opposifesording to the Gandhian
approach, the mass-production in industrial processes
7 transformed the human being into a cog in the

machine, destroyed human creativity in work, taken

The aspiration to become
developed and powerful

country at the cost of
natural and human created centrally controlled systems. Mass-production

away work and livelihood of many, created large scale

poverty, devastated rural environment and areas, and

resources of other nations and free markets of the industrial era created processes
and people has lead not
only to political colonisa-
tion but also in economic
and cultural colonisation.

of globalisation, centralisation and global marketing
and in order to capture markets, the processes of
colonisation were started. The aspiration to became

developed and powerful country at the cost of natural

and human resources of other nations and peoples led

not only to political colonisation but also to economic

and cultural colonisation.
Need of the THIRD Model:

It should be realised that the industrialisation is a ggs®f empowerment of the human
race. It empowered humanity with modernity, with humzadees such as liberty, equality,
fraternity and justice for all, and with doctrines sushdamocracy, secularism and social
welfare at the national level. The prosperity and tylgenerated by the modern industries
helped societies take giant strides towards attainnfesttozal and economic equilibrium in

societies. _
Continued......

“Optimism: The doctrine or belief that everything is beautiful, including what is ugly.”

~ Ambrose Bierce
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Nai Talim of Connected Society with Education
for Transformation ...

The centrally controlled economy and
industrialization of the modern society is the p0|a"
opposite to the decentralised, autonomous a

locally independent economy and industrialisatio

“We found out that the
of Gandhian Sarvodaya principles. The two have new generation has no
distinct sets of economic and cultural approachef. 9rown up on Gandhi. At a
time when the human rac
is threatened by terror, th

father of the nation need
scenario has now emerged. The socialistic model pfi5 come alive. We ar

Combining these two opposites was virtual

impossibility. However, a new international

development has failed in Soviet Union and Chind| using his books to train
and the capitalistic free market model thg| young employees.”

multi-nationals adopt is facing a meltdown. Whilel| Shri  Sitaram, Training
Manager, 10C

Ltd.

the first model enveseges equality and justice for all,
the second one seeks to ensure freedom

innovation springing from human creativity. Is i
possible to combine the sterling features of the tw
models and integrate them to create a third mod
incorporating Gandhian values and principles?

While this possibility was discounted in the 20th

century industrial society, there appears a glimmeiopélon the horizon of the 21st century
information society. Humanity is currently entering e tthird era of development and
empowerment.:

(To be continued...)

(

The essence of optimism is that it takes no accouttiteopresent, but it is a sour
of inspiration, of vitality and hope where others haaggned; it enables a man
hold his head high, to claim the future for himself and toobandon it to his

enemy.

-Dietrich Bonhoeffer
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Bring back Gandhiji

We are witnessing the hand-in-hand march
material prosperity and deteriorating hume
values in the present day society. The human ri §2
is in danger of suffering decay in the quality of il
existence. Science has made the world sma
than before by creating instruments of instant
human contact. The human race needs to harbor Dr. Ratan Das
a broader outlook in order to meet the challenge

posed by scientific advancement. Gandhiji was the only mathe world who cared for
guantitative and qualitative prosperity of man. It wasMh® had the courage to declare that ‘all
men are equal’. He maintained that equality of all hub&ings is the only yard stick for human
prosperity and human dignity. To that end, he developedurdque strategy for human

transformation.

He insisted that every one should apply the doctrinene’s life before preaching it. He
advocated for applying the values in our own life which walitomatically demonstrate one’s
sincerity to others. We must all strive hard to read thessage he demonstrated to the whole
world setting a living example. He said that “My lilemy message”. we can solve problems of
deprivations in our as well as other countries by heedirfgst thoughts. His practical genius has
the power to bring about everlasting peace, prosperitywelfare to the peoples of the world.

His polity of decentralisation of power, decentralsatiof economy and non-coercive social
change has unique transformational potential unheardaofyirera. Let’s bring back Gandhip:

[ E————

Dr.Ratan Das was born at Balasore, Odisha in 1929.

After taking law degree, he met Vinobaji in 1952 & joined Bhoodarmwment in
1953. Since 1951, he has been serving the society under theowiesl of
Gandhiji and Vinobaji.
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Readers’ Reflections !

Congratulations. NCRI has turned around and Ailaan is ¢aé¢ declaration of
intent. Let Ailaan continue tailaan.

Dr. Sudarshan lyengar
Vice Chancellor, Gujarat Vidyapeeth, Ahmedabad

I congratulate National Council of Rural Institutes émmpleting one successfu
year of bringing out Ailaan and energetically pursuing @ndhian objectives of
education for rural development.

Dr. Chitra Naik
Chairperson, Indian Institute of Education, Pune

| am very happy to learn that the newsletter Ail&amompleting one year of its
meaningful existence. | am greatly impressed by its qudlitg. material, which is
tastefully presented is always the meaningful material

Needless to say that Ailaan is rendering very valuadreice to all engaged in the
noble service of educating the upcoming citizens. True tondmedate of NCRI, this
newsletter has been giving due prominence to the idea offalan or Basic
Education as evolved by Mahatma Gandhi.

| would also like to add a special word of appreciation & engaged in the
preparation and publication of this newsletter for itgubidul and impressive get-up.

May Ailaan continue its journey for many more yearsdme.

Shri Natwar Thakkar
Founder Secretary, Nagaland Gandhi Ashram, Guwahati
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Readers’ Reflections...

| am pleased to note that AILAAN is completing one yéaam a regular reader o
this elegant newsletter published by NCRI. The newsl&ter very rich source of
information on developmental issues and solutionslsth carries very interestin
and thought-provoking articles on Gandhiji and his doctnesh are quite relevant
and current for solving many of the problems which modernalnsl facing. |
appreciate and congratulate the Chairman and the dedteat®ed of NCRI for their
tireless efforts in bringing out the newsletter iomet

Dr. N. Narayanasamy
Professor of Extension Education, Dept. of Extensidodation, Gandhigram Rura
University, Gandhigram, Dindigul District, Tamil Nadu

Ailaan is an open diary of NCRI, bringing forth albthis going on in the heart ang
mind of the organisation, what is done by its hands, amdits soul is resolving and
revitalising itself.

| congratulate Dr.S.V.Prabhath and his team for the ragulaf this monthly
publication and its distribution to the expanding circleirdividuals and institutions.

The present Ailaan incorporates four elements—a soulsagrin the Chairman’s
editorial; day to day update on NCRI; a brief about tastins making a difference
and articles on relevant issues. Supply of contact sskekeof the various
organisations NCRI is connecting with and mobilising wallielpful . Regarding the
present form and format of Ailaan , my humble suggessoto compact the text,
display and size of the bulletin.

Dr. Vibha Gupta
Magan Sangrahalaya Samiti, Wardha

Ailaan has earned well-deserved name for itself. | patbofeel pleasure to read this
newsletter and the developmental activities of NCReg, e people of Nai Talim,
also want to read much more on the issues of Namrphilosophy, contemporar
practices, development issues based on Gandhian Basictiduetc. | wish Ailaan
will tell us a lot more on these issues and showeusways.

Dr. Arunbhai Dave
President, Ravi Krupa Trust, Ahmedabad
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Readers’ Reflections ...

For a man who has lived his life following Gandhiji's itkeand actively
participating in the dissemination of Nai Talim ideolpgyt gives me great
pleasure every time | receive a copy of AILAAN, memndeclaration.

It is in these times of world crisis created by man bighat Gandhiji's
thought are even more relevant.

| do not either thank or congratulate AILAAN & NCRI, whare spreading
awareness about the man who said his life is his medsagmnkind. That's
because | feel a strong sense of oneness with AILAAIN BCRI.

My Best Wishes for the success of your campaign forlancusive growth of
the world’s rural communities.

Shri Chitta Bhushan Das Gupta
West Bengal
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